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Balfour Center
establishes
new student
speaker’s
bureau
By Stephanie Wodowski ’04
News Staff

This semester, the Balfour
Center for Multicultural Affairs
has established a Student
Speaker’s Bureau. Its purpose is
to promote multicultural
awareness by means of a circuit
of student speakers.
Established in
CAMPUS 1988, the Balfour
NEWS Center for Multi
cultural Affairs
was originally called the Office
of Student Minority Affairs. The
original purpose of the center
was to advocate on behalf of,
serve, and help with recruitment
of minority students. However,
in an effort to be more
inclusive, the name of the center
was changed to the Office of
Multicultural Student Affairs.

If you never had
experiences outside of
where you grew up, then
your college has
cheated you.
Dr. Wilesse Commissiong,
Dean of the Balfour Center
for Multcultural Affairs

After a sizable grant from the
Balfour family in 1993, the
name was changed for a third
time to the Balfour Center for
Multicultural Affairs. The new
system of public speakers will
further expand the vision of the
Center by pushing its borders
beyond the Providence College
community.
“If you never had
experiences outside of where
you grew up, then your college
has cheated you,” said Dr.
Wilesse Commissiong, Dean of
the Balfour Center for
Multcultural Affairs, on why
multicultural events are
important. The new Student
Speaker’s Bureau would allow
all PC students who are
comfortable in front of people
to speak to community groups
and organizations.
The Student Speaker’s
Bureau would invite students
from all backgrounds to
participate as speakers,
particularly those who hail from
abroad and have interesting life
stories to relate as well as
students who have studied
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Symposium brings bioethicists together
for discussion on stem cell controversy
By Lauren Wholley ’04
News Staff

At the beginning of the Bi
ology Symposium last Thurs
day, Rev. Brendan Murphy,
O.P., Chaplain of Providence
College, led a prayer to “keep
faith to enliven and assist oth
ers.” This sentiCAMPUS ment set the tone
NEWS of discussion as
many from the PC
community, along with neigh
bors and guests, gathered in the
Campus Ministry Center of St.
Dominic’s Chapel to listen to a
panel on the stem cell research
controversy.
The research raises a host of
moral questions as it often re
quires taking cells from a fiveday old embryo, effectively
ending its life. This procedure
has sparked debate in many
quarters of society. The Catho
lic Church has been especially
critical as it generally views the
use of embryonic cells as the
murder of a human fife. How
ever, others argue that the medi
cal benefits of such research,
which allows scientists and phy
sicians to look for cures using
the adaptive qualities of stem
cells, outweigh the ethical con
cerns.
As explained by Rev. Philip
A. Smith, O.P., President of the
College, one of the main rea
sons for the symposium was to
reinforce the idea that “ques
tions such as these should be

t
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Edmund Pellegrino, MJD., of Georgetown University School
of Medicine offers his take on embryonic stem cell research
at the symposium last Thursday in St. Dominic’s Chapel.
raised and discussed at PC.” In
an attempt to answer some of
these difficult questions, the
Chaplain’s Office and the Vice
President for Academic Admin
istration hosted four distinct

experts to shed some light on
the current issues surrounding
stem cell research. With Craig
Patterson, Ph.D., of the Philoso
phy Department as moderator,
the panel touched upon many

different angles of controversy.
Keynote panelist Edmund
Pellegrino, M.D., offered the
main points from his paper on
stem cell research, stressing that
there are alternatives to work
ing with embryos. “Cells can
be taken from existing human
tissue that has the same poten
tiality of embryonic cells, with
proper manipulation.” Simi
larly, panefist Brother Nicanor
Austriaco O.P., took Dr.
Pellegrino’s comments one step
further, noting that “adult cells
do not produce tumors in adult
animals, as embryonic cells
have done in some cases.”
Though training to be a Do
minican priest, Brother
Austriaco emphasized that he is
a biologist as well, so as to at
tempt to present an objective,
scientific view of stem cell re
search. Yet each panelist, de
spite their differing areas of ex
pertise, seemed to lean toward
the Catholic view that the em
bryo is a human life deserving
respect.
Along with this moral de
bate, stem cell research breeds
many other controversial issues.
The panelists brought up eco
nomical implications of stem
cell research to show that even
with continued study, some
people will be unable to afford
any of the benefits. Dr. Lisa
Sowle Cahill offered to the au
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'Like a good neighbor, PC is there’ ?
The first in a series examining the College’s
relationship with the Smith Hill community
By Molly Hanlon ’03
News Staff

This Friday night off campus
will probably bring few
surprises. In a neighborhood
home to families and college
students, some Providence
I College students
relax on their
Pembroke Ave.
porch.
Next
door, a ticket party with its
accompanying noise and
drunkenness gets underway.
The next morning, members
of PC’s Urban Action roll out
of their beds, on their way to a
farm in Cranston to benefit the
Southside Community Land
Trust. A few days later and a bit
closer to home, on Wednesday
afternoons, Friars Club
members work with children at

This young man is
applying to be Joan
Barker’s boyfriend, and so
can you! Fill out your
application, page 20.

the Smill Hill Center.
These dual images beg the
question, have students grown
up to be “good neighbors”?
How does the neighborhood
perceive PC students? And
what, down the line, can be
done to improve this
relationship? A closer look into
the surrounding area and its
people has helped to answer
some of these questions.
The question of whether or
not PC was a “good neighbor”
was first met with mixed
responses. One man, Bill
Ebeline, of the Admiral Street
area,
was
reportedly
“unimpressed” by the effort
students put forth in being good
neighbors. “I find PC students
to be shallow, in the sense that
they are more concerned with
what they did this past weekend

than analyzing what they have
learned in class or helping out
in their community.” Students
walking home from bars and
being too loud frequently wake
him up during the night.

I find PC students to be
shallow, in the sense that
they are more concerned
with what they did
this past weekend than
analyzing what they
have learned in class
or helping out
in their community.
Bill Ebeline

30-year-old Jennifer
Hanosky, also a resident of the
neighborhood, echoed a similar
opinion, and listed some
characteristics she attributes to
PC students: “Not studious,

Is Rules ofAttraction's
debauchery gratuitous or
artful? Mark Balas and Dave
Quinn square off in
A&E’s very special point
counterpoint, page 13.

young,
drunk,
and
homogeneous.” Her experience
with PC students is limited to
watching them “jump off
balconies so one person could
win money placed in a bet
saying he wouldn't do it.”
On a more positive note,
Teresa Tramontano, a resident
of Pekin Street, was quoted in
the Providence Journal saying,
“[PC students] are doing a
really great job. They’re so nice,
these kids.” This was in
response to a group effort put
forth by Providence College
Students
and
Fidelity
Investments to “rebuild the
neighborhood” with the
program “Rebuilding Together
with Christmas in April.”
One elderly resident living
on Pekin Street, located in
Smith Hill, “wishes that more
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News BRIEFS
Security concerns plague long weekend
The long weekend was not a quiet one
on the PC campus. According to security
reports, last Thursday a student
attempted to rob McPhail’s in Slavin
Center. PC Security ffficers Lieder and
Furtado were working at McPhail’s on
the night of Oct. 10, when a male senior
attempted to walk out of McPhail’s with
a sealed bottle of Jack Daniel’s whiskey.
The officers questioned him and he
claimed that he had paid for the alcohol.
The officers brought Todd Incantalupo,
manager of McPhail’s, to the scene. The
student then admitted that he had in fact
stolen the alcohol from the stock room,
and apologized.
Another robbery occurred Friday,
Oct. 11, in Saint Thomas Aquinas Priory.
Security received a call saying that at
approximately 6 or 6:30 p.m., a credit
card and five hundred dollars in cash
were stolen from a desk drawer in a
resident’s room in the Priory. The suspect
is an unknown male, who security
believes gained access to the Priory
through the front door next to the
elevator. The door had been propped
open by a small stone because
contractors were repairing and replacing
some floor tiles.
On Oct. 11, a female Dore Hall
resident reported being verbally
threatened by another female Dore Hall

resident. One was quoted as saying to
the other, “Bitch, you better watch your
back,” in a loud voice. The Dore hall
director also heard the threat, according
to the security report. According to the
security report, the threat came after the
resident had asked her neighbor to turn
down the TV in her room because she
was trying to sleep. The resident said
she had called her neighbor asking that
the noise be turned down in her room on
two separate occasions.
According to reports, on Monday,
Oct. 14, arson was reported at Aquinas
Hall at 3:32 a.m. Several suspects were
seen fleeing from the front of Aquinas
Hall after someone in the crowd had set
a fire to a few bales of hay from a
Halloween display. Officers Mansuetti
and McDonald retrieved extinguishers to
put out the fire, but to no avail.
Mansuetti left and brought back two
five-gallon bottles of water and
successfully put out the fire.
A number of additional incidents
occurred on campus over the Columbus
weekend as well. On Oct. 10, at
approximately 2:15 p.m. a car was
broken into in the Raymond lot and a
stereo stolen. Saturday, Oct. 12, at 2:34
p.m., a car was broken into the Schneider
parking lot.
—Natalie Forbes ’05
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goal is to
share experiences of
PC students with
community
Speakers:

continued from page 1
abroad in foreign countries. Further, PC
students coming from diverse
backgrounds are an untapped resource
in that they are frequently familiar with
their native language and would be able
to relate their experiences effectively to
an audience of first generation
Americans.
The bureau does not require any

payment for the speakers except
transportation charges. According to a
Balfour Center release, “Some of the
more popular topics will be Life in Other
Countries, The Challenges of Transition
from One Country to Another, Travels
Abroad, Attending Schools in Other
Countries, Original Poetry Recitations,
and Motivationa.” The intended purpose
of the new bureau is “to share our
resources.. .in the spirit of neighborliness
and community.

What does it mean to
drink responsibly?
1. Respect the person who wants to abstain.
2. Respect the person who chooses to drink in
moderation; do not be insistent about
“refreshing” drinks or refilling glasses.
3. Provide food with alcohol at all times.
4. Pace your drinks.
5. View alcohol as a beverage, not a means to
achieve a desired mood state.

Brought to you by S.T.E.P. 1

Security Tips
#1 Don’t allow anyone in the building
without an ID card or key to get them
selves inside.

#2 Don’t carry large sums of money in
your purse or wallet.
#3 Keep your purse on your lap in pub
lic places, never place it on the floor or
under the table
#4 If you are walking and you see a sus
picious person that makes you feel un
comfortable seek refuge in a populated
area or store.

www.thecowl.com
The most fun you
can have on
campus...legally.

Undeclared and
thinking about
becoming an
Ed major?
Come to an orientating meeting
for info about
Elementary/Special Education
or
Secondary Education.

When and Where?
Oct. 2nd @ 2:30 PM
in Harkins 334
November 6th @ 11:00 AM
in Harkins 414
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The ins and outs of Student Congress
A brief overview of the
representative body of
PC students
secretary, and treasurer. The duties of
each office are outlined in the Student
Congress Constitution.
According to the Constitution, the
Once a year, students at Providence
College exercise their right to vote for president is to “preside at all meetings
class officers and representatives. As of the Congress, direct its activities,
they submit their ballots, perform all other parliamentary duties
HOW PC however, they are that the office implies and shall represent
WORKS | probably left pondering the student body officially when the
one question: what does occasion demands” (Student Congress
Constitution, Article Six, Section 1).
Student Congress really do?
“The role of Student Congress is to Also, the president has the power to veto
pass resolutions in the form of legislation passed by Congress.
If the president is absent, it is the
recommendations to bodies on and off
campus,” said Dave Spunzo ’03, responsibility of the vice president to
secretary of Student Congress. He also perform these duties. Also, the vice
said Congress plays a role in allocating president represents Congress on BOP.
The treasurer, meanwhile, handles the
funds and maintaining the status of clubs
budget, which means providing monthly
on campus.
According to Spunzo, Congress is reports to Rev. J. Stuart McPhail, O.P.,
composed of both active and passive Vice President for Student Services,
members. He distinguished the according to the Constitution. Also, the
difference between them, saying that treasurer is the chairperson of the finance
while active members vote, passive committee, one of the various
congressional committees.
members do not..
The role of the secretary is to provide
The active members of Congress
include the executive board and the the agenda for the meetings, record and
president, vice president, secretary, distribute the minutes, and chair the
treasurer, and five representatives from ethics committee.
It is the chairs of the other committees
each class. Also included as active
members are the presidents of the Board that comprise the passive members in
of Multicultural Student Affairs Congress. The chairs are selected by the
(BMSA), the Board of Students Executive Board through an application
Supporting Athletics (BOSSA), the and interview process. “They’re on
Residence Hall Association (RHA), and Student Congress, but they don’t vote,”
the Intramural Athletic Board (IAB), as explained Spunzo.
The committees, themselves, are
well as the vice president of the Board
made up of the vice presidents and
of Programmers (BOP).
The Executive Board of Congress representatives of each class, who are
consists of a president, vice president, each required to serve on two such

By Stephanie Barkus ’05
News Staff

committees. Also, any member of the
student body is allowed to join, provided
that they contact the committee chair
about becoming involved.
“The work of Congress is done in
committee and class meetings,” Spunzo
said. Most committees hold weekly
meetings, he said, while seasonal
committees meet depending on the time
of year.
To keep direct contact with the whole
Congress, committees send their minutes
to Spunzo, who sends a weekly e-mail
to all members detailing their activities.
Also, during full Congress meetings
committees give updates on important
upcoming events.

So far this year, 11 resolutions
have been introduced in
Congress, in addition to
one recommendation. The
resolutions have mainly focused
on clubs and organizations,
as well as the budget, while the
recommendation concerned
the ‘world religions’ course
Congress hopes to have
added to the curriculum.
Additionally, the officers and
representatives of each class meet
weekly, mostly to discuss and plan class
events. “This is where Congress most
resembles a programming board,”
Spunzo said.
The purpose of the full Congress
meetings is therefore, according to
Spunzo, to “bring objects of attention to
Congress through general discussion and
speakers.”
The weekly meetings generally
follow a fixed agenda including
committee announcements and old and

new business, though this is not required
by the rules of order that Congress
follows. Anyone can attend meetings,
but those who aren’t members aren’t able
to speak unless sponsored by a member.
It is in these meetings that Congress
passes its legislation. There are four
different types of legislation that
Congress deals with, the first of which
is the resolution, such as the ones which
approves the constitutions of clubs and
organizations on campus. Spunzo said
of resolutions, “They deal with most of
the day to day business.”
The next type is the recommendation.
“Recommendations express opinion on
a certain matter, and are directed to an
individual or body,” said Spunzo.
The third type is the bill, which deals
with changes to standing legislation, or
the by-laws of Congress. The last type
is amendments, which are passed for the
purpose of modifying the Student
Congress Constitution.
Before legislation can be passed, it
must go through a series of steps.
Siobhan Mangan ’05, chairperson of the
legislative affairs committee, said that
most legislation is introduced by the
individual committees, though some is
actually written by the legislative affairs
committee itself.
For example, a resolution accepting
the constitution of a new club or
organization would start off in the clubs
and organizations committee. The chair
of the committee meets with Fr. McPhail
to discuss possible problems with the
constitution and then contacts the club
concerning these problems.
After this, the resolution goes to the
legislative affairs committee. “We check
the grammar and make sure it abides by
the Student Congress Constitution and
other legislation from previous years,”
said Mangan.
Next, the resolution is introduced at
a Congress meeting. The first week it is
simply introduced, and the next week
everyone gets a copy of the legislation
and debate takes place.
Sometimes, the legislation needs to
be amended before it is approved.
“Amendments can be handled on the
floor,” said Spunzo. In this case, the
amendment is voted on, and if it is
approved, the legislation itself is voted
on.
After approval, the various types of
legislation take different paths. A
recommendation would go the people it
is addressed to, while a resolution
accepting a club goes to Fr. McPhail,
who can alter it or send it back to
Congress if it is deemed not in
accordance with the mission of the
College.
So far this year, 11 resolutions have
been introduced in Congress, in addition
to one recommendation. The resolutions
have mainly focused on clubs and
organizations, as well as the budget,
while the recommendation concerned
the world religions course Congress
hopes to add to the curriculum.

Wanna right
for News?
Come to
Slavin 104,
and tell us
what' s
wrong with
this ad.
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Issue of
stem cell research
takes center stage
Symposium:

continued from page 1
dience that although this might be true,
“humans have to focus in areas of
ambiguity.. .we need to work to change
the general climate surrounding stem cell
research.” She recognized that, in some
instances, the debate itself seems to over
shadow the priorities of the research.
Putting a political spin on the issue,
Rhode Island State Senator Catherine
Graziano (D) emphasized that “people
have to be careful whom they elect to
office. They are making critical, crucial
decisions that affect the lives of people,
and they are not always in the best inter
est of those they represent.” Her hope is
that informed politicians will have a
hand in deciding the future of stem cell
research.
Going 30 minutes longer than ex
pected, the panelists took time to answer
questions from the audience. Most ques
tions did not stray far from the Catholic
standpoint, but some brought in other
areas of debate, such as studying stem
cells from frozen, unused embryos.
And though seats began to empty at
the end of the discussion, the panelists
enjoyed a hearty applause from the re
maining listeners and a positive response
from those who stuck around for further
discussion.
After undergoing a bone marrow
transplant a few years ago himself, Pat
Lynch ’03 sympathized with those
searching for cures, however, he agreed
with Dr. Pellegrino that “people need to
focus on the importance of adult stem
cells. Then you don’t have to worry
about the ethical implications of using
embryonic stem cells.”
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ROTC cadets gain
real experience in
combat simulation

PETE JOHNSON '03/The Cowl

Rev. Philip A. Smith, O.P., President
of the College speaks at the forum.
Katie McBrine ’04, Co-Chair of PC
for Life, explained that “we wanted to
be a pro-life presence at the
symposium...and for somebody who
didn’t know anything about the issues,
it was a little hard to follow. But, by the
end, I had a handle on what they were
discussing.”
Though the panelists discussed many
aspects of the debate, the symposium
was generally one-sided. An overall
consensus on the issue was not reached
due to the similar opinions of those in
attendance. Thus, despite PC’s growing
interest and involvement, the contro
versy surrounding stem cell research will
continue because of opposing view
point^

Courtesy of ROTC

Approximately 70 Providence College students participate in combat
situations against a simulated foe. Sophomores and seniors formed the
opposition, while freshmen and juniors represented the American forces.

By Mary Votava ’05
News Staff

From Oct. 4 to Oct. 6, the fatigue
wearing population of Providence
College got a chance test their army
skills in the first of two field training
exercises to be conducted this year.
About 70 students, some on scholarship
through ROTC and others just interested
but not on scholarship, spent the
weekend at Stones Ranch
STUDENT Military Reservation in
LIFE Niantic, Conn., for three
days of intense training.
The ROTC program at the College
holds several smaller training sessions
on Saturdays throughout the year, but the
field training weekends are especially
important. They introduce and advance
key military skills that will be important
in the summer at advanced camp, where
the cadets will be evaluated against real
infantry soldiers. Dan Towers ’03, the
ROTC Patriot Battalion information
officer, said, “We do this so the
underclassmen can get an understanding
of advanced camp, which determines
their army career.”
While camping in the woods without
even a tent, many of the freshmen cadets
were introduced to battle tactics,
including negotiation with a hostile
enemy, and land navigation during the
day and night. Trowers said, “Land
navigation is a key army skill. We are
trying to start it earlier because it is

heavily focused on at advanced camp.”
The freshmen role-played American
forces, while juniors were the leaders,
and seniors and sophomores simulated
the opposition. A fictitious war scenario
was created between two South
American countries, requiring the
freshmen and juniors, as the American
troops, to intervene. Battle simulations
took place using blank ammunition, but
the experience took on a real-life quality.
Training officers capitalized on the
participation of foreign students by
having the opposing forces speak
languages other than English.
Freshmen and sophomores were
flown out at the end of the weekend by
helicopter and dropped off at an
International Guard Base in Rhode
Island. Juniors stayed to take part in a
leadership reaction course, where their
problem-solving skills were tested based
on using only the materials they had
present.
After taking a survey midway through
the semester, Towers concluded, “The
freshmen and sophomores loved it and
the new cadets got into it and tried really
hard. Sophomores loved playing the bad
guys because they had the upper hand,
but it was a little more difficult for the
juniors because they had to run it.” He
judged that the weekend had been
successful and predicted an even bigger
weekend in the spring for their second
field training exercise of the year.

Prime Cut
901 Smith Street
Providence, RI 02908
(401) 831-9743

Specializing In ...
Waxing - $5 and up
Pedicures - $22
Manicures-$12
Haircuts - $10
Updos - $30

Appointments and Walk-ins Welcome!
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Neighbors: Locals express opinions on PC students
continued from page 1
students lived in the neighborhood still.”
This was reported by Holly Jensen, an
employee of Fidelity Investments who
partnered with PC on the rebuild effort.
Similar discussions reported that other
families on the street were “happy about
their relationship with Providence
College.”
In a survey where Providence College
students were asked the question,
“ Where are the Smith Hill and Elmhurst
neighborhoods located in proximity to
you?" Fifty-five percent answered, “I
am not sure.” Ed Caron, Vice President
of College Relations and Planning, says,
“Providence College is, in fact,
immersed in these neighborhoods. With
this in mind, we have a duty to respect
the community in which our college is a
part of.”
Students were then asked the
question, “What percentage of the
houses surrounding Providence College
are rented by students?" On average,
students answered that 65% of offcampus houses were rented by PC
students, implying that they held a
dominant presence in the area. However,
only 30-35% of our College’s students
are renters in these houses (this statistic
does not include houses that are owned).
A large majority of students have
developed the idea that they are a
dominant presence in the area, when in
fact they make-up only one-third of offcampus residences.
These conclusions suggest a lack of
understanding as to who our neighbors
are. In 1992 and 1993, the College
conducted the “Neighborhood Audit” to
answer exactly this question and to gain
further understanding about the “hostile”
relationship that existed at the time
between Providence College and its

Contrary to the perceptions of many in the PC community, only one-third of the residences
in the Eaton Street area, like the one above, have students as tenants.
surrounding area. After a long and
thorough interviewing process, it was
discovered that the tension was a direct
result of students and renters clashing on
issues of respect. “It was clear that
something needed to be done about the
tension that existed between the two
groups,” commented Caron.
Mark Kravatz ’03, a Public Service
major, who worked in the Smith Hill
neighborhood this summer, proposes a

resolution to the problem, “There is a
basic desire for people to know their
neighbors. The residents of Smith Hill
enjoy Providence College’s help with
their programs aimed at uplifting their
living conditions. However, right now
there are misconceptions between the
two neighbors that prevent this simple
relationship from building.”
The mixture of both fear and
ignorance appears to be the reason why

the “town-gown” relationship of PC and
the Smith Hill community is so
complicated. But Pat Viera, of the
Community Relations department, said
“We have good resources and great
students who can make a real
contribution to the neighborhood.
Surprisingly, students do want to do this.
They live in the neighborhoods too,
which means they have a stake in making
it safe and livable.”

the cowl
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The many faces of “Moose”
All eyes are on Montgomery County police chief with sniper on the loose

Charles Moose, the police chief of Montgomery County, Maryland was quoted as saying “If there needs to be an unemotional, milquetoast chief, its not
going to be me.” On October 7, (photo, center) Moose sheds a tear for the thirteen year-old boy who was shot at school.
by

Mike Speight ’03
World Staff

Charles Moose, the police chief of
Montgomery County, Md., is not one to
NEWS I remain stoic in the
ANALYSIS J face of adversity.
The sniper attacks,
which began on Oct. 2, have claimed the
lives of several people in his jurisdic
tion and he has taken this as a personal
interest to protect the people in his
county. The police chief has suddenly
found himself in the midst of a media
frenzy. His routine schedule now con
sists of three to five media briefings in
the course of a twenty—hour shift. This
amount of work and media exposure has
revealed to the nation a character of re
silience and determination.
In spite of this Chief Moose refuses
to be reduced to a sound bite or keep his
feelings hidden. "If there needs to be an
unemotional, milquetoast chief, its not

going to be me" he remarked in the first
week of the sniper attacks. In the past,
the chief has never been one to hide his
strong feelings. This has never detracted
from his reputation as a dedicated law
man.
Although Chief Moose is well known
for his bad temper, he still maintains the
respect of his colleagues and the citizens
he protects. This personality trait some
times comes in conflict with the media.
He has lashed out at the press when he
feels they have crossed the line into sen
sationalism and have put the investiga
tion in jeopardy. One incident was when
he criticized the media for revealing that
the sniper left a tarot card and a letter at
the sight of an attack on Monday, Oct.
7. He has also criticized the retired law
enforcement officials who serve as ana
lysts to the media. “And so, it is all fun
to be on TV, but maybe they need to
come here, live here, sit outside and have
coffee and then let’s see how open they

will be to ranting and raving and calling
the suspect names” he remarked about
the analysts during one press briefing.
“He’s very low key, and all this atten
tion coming this way is very unwelcome
to him,” remarked Reuben Greenwood,
a college professor who knew him well.
Chief Moose did not plan on becom
ing a police officer as he was growing
up, since he lived in the segregated South
and was always a little wary of police.
Upon graduation from the University of
North Carolina, he took the police
officer's exam at the urging of Professor
Greenwood. He passed and became an
officer in Portland, Ore. in 1975. He
stayed with the department and had
worked his way up to chief by 1993.
In his years as chief of the Portland
police, he lowered crime considerably
and garnered high praise for his polic
ing as well as his community service in
his spare time. “Some people see prob
lems as problems. He sees them as op

portunity,” said Tom Potter, a former
member of the Portland police. In 1999,
he was hired as chief of Montgomery
County. The grateful residents of Port
land named a local head start center af
ter him to show their gratitude. The 49year old Moose also holds masters and
doctorate degrees and has taught crimi
nal justice at Oregon State University.
He is married and has two children. His
concern for children is one of the stron
gest motivations behind his work as a
police officer as well as his community
service work.
While the sniper still has not been
caught, Chief Moose has remained an
imposing figure dedicated to the killer's
capture. He has the difficult job of bal
ancing media interests with importnace
of catching a ruthless, cold blooded
killer.

Sources: washingtonpost.com, s-t.com,
abcnews.com, cnn.com

Sniper has made himself a target as evidence gathers
of events has death tally at nine
Oct. 2 —
5:20 a.m.
Michael’s
Craft Store
in Aspen
Hill, Md.
shot at. No
injuries.

Oct. 2 — 6:04
p.m. James D.
Martin, 55, shot
in the parking
lot of Shoppers
Food warehouse
grocery store in
Wheaton,
Mongomery
County.

Compiled by Ben Downing
’03 and Jay Higgins ’03

Oct. 3 — 7:41 a.m.
James
“Sonny”
Buchanan Jr., 39, shot
mowing lawn in
White Flint, Mont
gomery County.

Oct 3 — 8:12 a.m.
Premkumar A.
Walekar, 54, (cab
driver) shot at a
Mobil Gas station
in Aspen Hill.

Oct. 3 — 8:37 a.m.
Sarah Ramos, 34,
shot on bench in front
of post office in Siler
Spring, Montgomery
County.

Oct. 9 — 8:18 p.m. Dean
Oct. 4 — 2:30 p.m.
Harold Meyers, 53, shot and
43 yr. Old unidentified
killed at Sunoco Gas station
Caucasian female shot
in Manassas, Va.
in back in store park
ing lot in Spotsylvania
County
Oct. 7—8:09 a.m. 13 yr. Old boy shot leaving car at
Benjamin Tasker Middle Schoo! in Bowie, Md.

Oct. 3 — 9:53 a.m.
Lori Lewis Rivera.
25, shot at Shell Gas
station in Kensington,
Montgomery County.

■M—
Oct. 3 — 9:20 p.m.
Pascal Chariot, 72,
shot crossing the
street, at the comer of
Georgia and Kaimia
Ave in Montgomery
County.

Oct. 14 — 9:15 p.m.
Oct. 11 — 9:30
Linda Bridges, 47, shot and
a.m.
Kenneth
killed while loading her car
Bridges, 53, shot at
in a Home Depot parking
a Exxon Gas station
garage in Falls Church, Va,
on Rt 1. in
Spotsylvania Co.
Sources: Washignton Post, CNN
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Saudi passenger tries to hijack plane

Kmart changes logo and lighting to avoid further debt

A gun-wielding Saudi passenger attempted to hijack
a Saudi Arabian Airlines jet Tuesday, but security forces
overpowered and arrested him, officials said. The
gunman's motive was not immediately known, but the
hijack attempt follows a series of terrorist acts through
out a jittery world. Muslim militants have criticized Saudi
Arabia for its cooperation with the United States, begin
ning with the 1991 Persian Gulf War and continuing with
the presence of U.S. troops on Saudi soil. All 185 passen
gers and 19 crew were safe as the Airbus 300 returned to
Khartoum, where security forces checked the jet for ex
plosives and held the suspect.

Do you think the
D.C. sniper will
be caught, and if
so, when?

Rumsfeld calls for military planes in D.C. area

Kmart Corp, is testing a revamped logo, replacing its
trademark red and blue sign with gray and lime green
in an updated style. The new sign is on one of the bank
rupt retailer's stores north of Detroit, the interior of
which also serves as a prototype — with changes that
include brighter lighting, wider aisles and a different
floor plan.
Sniper seems to be attacking economy as well

Authorities called in the military Tuesday to help solve
the two-week-old sniper case that has left nine people dead
and terrorized the capital area. Defense Secretary Donald
H. Rumsfeld agreed Tuesday evening to the FBI’s request
to use military surveillance aircraft in the hunt for the
killer, said Lt. Cmdr. Jeff Davis, a Pentagon spokesman.
The plan calls for having military pilots fly reconnais
sance flights accompanied by federal agents, who would
relay any collected information to authorities on the
ground. A main objective is to improve communication
among investigators.

The sniper killings are taking a toll
on businesses in the Washington,
D.C., area. “All over the Washing
ton metropolitan area, traffic is down
at retail sites, restaurants and other
locations,” says J. Matthew Neitzey,
executive director of Conference and
Visitors Bureau in suburban Prince
George's County, Md. “I think there's
a general wariness among both our
residents and visitors to the area.”
The sniper case shows how damag
ing a terrorist attack or other violence
can be to consumer and business confidence. Some econo
mists say consumers across the country may be reacting
in a similar way to the threat of al-Qaeda attacks.

Weekly Spotlight

“I don’t think so— they would
have caught him by now.”
Jeff Somelofske ’04

“He will not be caught
anytime soon. He obviously
knows what he is doing.”
Ellen Royals ’03

Samuel Waksal
Why he’s our spotlight: ImClone Systems Inc.'s former chief executive,
Samuel Waksal, on Tuesday pleaded guilty to charges of insider trading.
What he’s guilty of: Waksal was connected with large sales of his biotech
nology company’s stock before news broke that regulators would reject its
primary drug candidate.

How much trouble he’s in: Waskal entered guilty pleas on six counts, in
cluding securities fraud for insider trading, obstruction of justice, perjury
and bank fraud. The six counts carry a maximum penalty of 65 years in
prison.

Who could be next: Martha Stewart, who was connected with Waksal when
a federal jury indicted Waksal on securities and bank fraud charges this past
August.

Yahoo

ImClone Systems Inc.'s former
CEO Samuel Waksal pleaded
guilty this week to insider trading.

“He will be caught— so many
people chasing him, he’s
bound to get caught.”
Jim Welsh ’04

American astronaut has “too much shrimp”
Peggy Whitson, the American astro
naut spending her 130th day in space,
said on Sunday that she was happy in
orbit, but maybe she brought along too
much shrimp.
“Sometimes, when you come to
space, your tastes change. One of my
favorite foods on the ground is shrimp,
and up here I can't stand it,” said
Whitson, the science officer on the In
ternational Space Station.
A quick check of the station's mani
fest showed that Whitson had planned
more than 40 shrimp meals for her stay.

“The guys like it because they get
all my shrimp,” she said, referring to her
two Russian crewmates, Valery Korzun
and Sergei Treshchyov.
The shuttle is spending a week at the
station and adding a new 45-foot section
to its main truss, what NASA (news web sites) calls the "backbone" of the
orbiting outpost.
“I'm having a great time up here. It's
fun to live here and do the science,” said
Whitson, a biochemist conducting and
monitoring dozens of studies on the sta
tion.

Yeah he will be caught be
cause he’s way too cocky— he
thinks he is God. They will get
him in a couple weeks.
Mark Delucia ’04
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Bomb in Bali may
have al-Qaeda ties
by

Sarah Long ’04
World Staff

Yahoo

A woman prays at the site of a bomb blast at the Indonesian resort
island of Bali this past week. The explosion killed at least 200 people.

U.S. officials have linked al-Qaeda to
the terrorist attacks on an Indonesian re
sort island last Saturday that has left at
least 181 dead. “The Bali bomb blast is
WORLD j related to al-Qaeda
REPORT | with the cooperation
of local terrorists,”
said Indonesian Defense Minister Abdul
Djalil Monday. Some foreign diplomats
suspect that the militant Islamic group
Jemaah Islamiah in Indonesia collabo
rated with bin Laden’s al-Qaeda network.
Bush referred to the recent attack on
Americans in Kuwait and Yemen in link
ing al-Qaeda to the Bali bombing, say
ing, “It does look like a pattern of attacks
that the enemy, albeit on the run, is try
ing to once again frighten and kill free
dom-loving people.”
The bombing occurred at a strip of
bars at the Kuta area. The resort area
was full of young vacationers and inter
national backpacker tourists. Western
embassies have ordered the evacuation
of some of the staff and have advised
Americans to stay out of Indonesia for at
least 30 days.
A written statement, allegedly by bin
Laden, was broadcast Monday on a pan
Arab satellite television network. It said,
“We congratulate the Muslim nation for
the daring and heroic jihad operations
which our brave sons conducted in
Yemen against the Christian oil tanker
and in Kuwait against the American oc
cupation.”
Some say that the less orchestrated
nature of the al-Qaeda attacks after Sept.
11 2001, show that the war in Afghani
stan has significantly weakened the ter
rorist network. Former CIA top Middle
East operations official Trank Anderson
said, “If al-Qaeda has gotten down to
ones and twos, that’s better than one hun
dreds an two hundreds.”
Australia, Britain, and the FBI are
helping Indonesia with the investigation.
Japan and Germany have also offered to
help. Australia has the most victims, with
22 confirmed dead and 160 missing. Two
Americans were killed. Many Indone
sians are also among the dead. Indone
sian police have found traces of C-4 plas
tic explosives and have detained 27
people for questioning. Police chief Da’I
Bachtiar said one witness, who was at a
bar across the street from the main blast,

bbc

said that he saw a man place a white plas
tic bag at the scene. The man then ran
away and there was an explosion shortly
there after.
The morgue at Bali’s capitol,
Denpasar, is overwhelmed with bodies.
Australia has sent five refrigerated con
tainers to preserve bodies and body parts.
Indonesian officials are having difficulty
identifying the bodies and are encour
aging family members of missing vaca
tioners to give information that will help
in the process.
The remaining victims need to be
identified by DNA and dental records
rather than by sight. Australian Foreign
Minister Alexander Downer said, “There
may still be more bodies which, and I’m
sorry to put it as crudely as this, but who
were very close to where the bomb went
off and the bodies have disintegrated.”
Bush linked the Bali bombing to the
global terrorism threat, saying, “We just
learned a lesson this week...it’s going to
take a while to succeed.”
How the bombing will affect the pos
sibility of an attack on Iraq will depend
on whether officials see Saddam Hussein
as part of the terrorism threat. Bush said,
“Getting Saddam Hussein to disarm is
all a part of making the world more
peaceful.” Others, such as Former Vice
president Al Gore, see the impending
war on Iraq as a distraction from the cam
paign against terrorism.

Sources: BBC, New York Times, Provi
dence Journal

Spread the word:

www.thecowlcom

The Office of the Dean of Undergraduate Studies
invites applicants for the

Davies-Jackson Scholarship
The two-year scholarship to St. John’s College of Cambridge
University in England covers all tuition, fees, and room and
board during term-time, living expenses during summer
vacation, and travel to and from England.
To be eligible for the scholarship, applicants must:
■ be seniors graduating in May 2003;
• be the first in their family to graduate from college;
■ come from a modest economic background;
■ have demonstrated enthusiasm and achievement in the
arts, humanities, and social sciences; and
■ have a cumulative grade point average around 3.8
(recommended, although not required).
The application deadline is November 18, 2002. For more
information and application materials, visit
www. cic. edu/caphe/assistance/davies. asp .

Applications should be submitted through Dean Arruda.
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Residence Life allowed rents, rumors to grow
by Mike Raia ’05
Asst. Commentary Editor

Finding a place to live while
attending Providence College
can be frustrating enough to turn
. any 20-yearS ; UDENT : old’s hair gray.
LIFE i However, last
•week’s
appeasing announcement that
rising seniors will receive
preference in housing selection
has, in actuality, further wearied

By neither confirming
nor denying last year’s
rumors, the College
forced students to jump
to conclusions, pushing
more students offcampus both out of a fear
of not receiving an
apartment and plain
necessity.
COWL FILE PHOTO

many students in both the Class
of 2005 and 2004.
Rumors began circulating
around campus last year that, in
order to end the practice of
‘quading’ dorm rooms, rising
seniors would no longer be
given first choice in housing.
The Office of Residence Life
made little effort to squash the
spreading rumors even though
no definite amended policy had
been enacted. While these
rumors reflected the tentative
plans put forth five years ago
when ‘quading’ became a
serious problem, they sparked

While on-campus apartments are popular with upperclass
students, rumors that apartments would not be available
drove more students than usual to sign leases for off-campus
houses, such as this house on Pembroke Avenue. At the same
time, the increasing demand inflated rent prices.
COWL FILE PHOTO

a flood of complaints from
students and parents alike.
Should seniors be given a
preferred time to receive an
apartment or a more spacious
room in a regular dorm? Yes.
When I’m a rising senior I
would hope to get that same
luxury. But living on campus as
a junior or a senior is just that
— a luxury.

While PC only guarantees
two years of on-campus
housing (all freshmen and
sophomores are required to live
in residence halls or on-campus
apartments), the school proudly
reports that they have never
forced students to move off
campus the way other colleges
and universities do. However,
with the growing popularity of

the on-campus apartments,
Residence Life must make a
clear statement informing
students which class will
receive preference for those
sought-after living quarters. At
the very least, this would allow
others to make alternate plans.
Moreover,
by
not
communicating with students,
the College has indirectly over

populated the small amount of
off-campus housing and raised
the costs of those houses. When
the rumors started last fall of the
pending plans to restructure the
housing selection process,
many rising juniors began
looking for housing off campus.
Over 100 students in the Class
of 2004 who put down a deposit
HOUSING WOES/Page 12

Stem cell research not morally permissable
is a viable human life, and
terminating it, albeit for what
potentially promises to be
amazing medical developments.
It is perhaps in this way even
more morally reprehensible than
abortion, as it cultivates the
embryo with the sole purpose of
practical use, knowing full well
that the end result for the embryo
will be death.
It is therefore impossible to
be pro-life and to advocate
embryonic stem cell research.
The Church, as well as other

by Stephanie Pietros ’04
Commentary Staff

Sometimes, it simply boils
down to black and white. No,
this is not a reference to
Providence College athletics,
but to an ethical
CHURCH issue that is
CRISIS currently being
debated in the
media and which was even
debated in a symposium right
here on campus last Thursday.
That of which I speak is evercontentious stem cell research,
especially that which involves
embryos.
Many, including our own
president, would like to make
embryonic stem cell research an
issue which cannot be clearly
argued as morally right or
wrong. They would like to
relegate it instead to that
nebulous gray area of relativism
and
perspectivism, the
increasingly popular view,
“well, if it’s right for you, in
your life,” etc. Far from
approximating any definitive
moral or ethical conclusion, this
view only serves to contradict
itself, however, proving to be
wholly inadequate.
If an embryo is indeed a
person at the moment of
conception, if this is indeed a
viable human life, as advocated
by such pro-life supporters as

Embryonic stem cell
research is perhaps more
morally reprehensible
than abortion, as it
cultivates the embryo for
the sole purpose of
practical use, knowing
that the end result for the
embryo will be death.
PETE JOHNSON 03/The Cowl

Dr. Lisa Sowle Cahill of Boston College looks to heaven for
guidance during the Stem Cell Debate sponsored by the
Biology Society on Thursday, Oct. 10.
the Catholic Church, then it is
wrong
to
prevent
its
development at any stage. The
belief in this view of the embryo
provides the Church’s backbone
for arguing the immorality of
abortion as well as birth control.

Any human attempt to
terminate what is considered a
person is no less than murder,
and the Church continues to
uphold this position in the face
of a popular culture which
would advocate a much

different,
utilitarian
perspective.
Accepting this view of the
human embryo, it follows that
the cultivation of a human
embryo for five days after
conception only to kill it by
extracting the stem cells is no
different in theory or in fact
thanabortion. It is taking what

pro-life advocates, has
remained consistent; they have
asserted the immorality of
embryonic stem cell research.
Our own president, however,
has taken this contradictory
view and made it United States
law. Although ostensibly
against embryonic stem cell
research in keeping with his
pro-life position, President
Bush determined that any
embryos currently frozen as the
remainders of fertility
treatments and the like may be
used for research, but embryos
may not be cultivated in the
future for this purpose. It is
unclear how taking an embryo
which already exists and killing
it for research is in any way
different from cultivating an
embryo with this purpose in
mind.
Some have argued that the
preexisting embryos have only
a limited life span while being
kept in frozen storage, and that
if they are not used for research,
they will only die naturally.
This argument is perhaps what
President Bush had in mind
when he made this exception to
his overall condemnation of
stem cell research (or at least
condemnation of it for those
research facilities that receive
some type of government aid).
RESEARCH/Page 10
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Tangents and Tirades
Tangents are like Commentary potpourri: not only are
they random and fruity, but they freshen up the pages as
a whole. What’s your favorite flavor?
Give us more than just a note
The security department polices no-smoking
zones, while students are getting jumped directly outside campus gates. My first
day of mandatory class volunteer work required me to walk alone through a
dangerous off-campus area. I was coldly turned away by the security department
before I could explain that I was a little nervous about getting lost. Head hanging
low, I reached Fennell gates where I asked three chuckling security guards if they
could be of any assistance to me. In the end, I found myself walking alone past
porches of jeering men, probably looking like the scrawny country-girl target that
I am. If something harmful were to happen to anyone in this situation, our security
department would have some blame on its shoulders. Can anything be done to
prevent the next “two girls were attacked last night” post note?
—Juliette Paul ’05

McCain in prime time Thumbs up to Senator John McCain for his appearance
last week on “Late Night with David Letterman.” Despite the fact that he used
much of his time to make wisecracks about President Bush, McCain gave
conservatives some much needed pop-culture exposure. For once, those in favor
of military action against Iraq were able to avoid coming across as narrow-minded
warmongers. McCain was affable but stern in his responses to Letterman’s questions
about Iraq and made the Bush Administration’s position very clear. In a culture as
dominated by one-liners and sound bites as America is, McCain’s appearance on
Letterman may prove to be more effective in rallying public support then any official
highbrow public address. —John McHugh ’03
Music to my ears
Copyrights exist for good purpose. They are nonetheless
exploited, as is the case of a 1998 law which removed much early 20th century
classical music by composers such as Stravinsky, Shostakovich, Prokofiev, and
Rachmaninoff from the public domain in the interest of heirs and media companies.
A recent Congress decision to review extending this law may indeed be music to
one’s ears, as it has only served to prevent smaller orchestras from performing
many works because of the inordinately high rental fee for orchestral parts.
Copyrights are granted to a composer for a reasonable amount of time, but the
public is supposed to receive unlimited rights to the work after a certain period of
time. Hopefully, Congress will realize that to maintain copyrights nearly 100 years
after the creation of many of these works only thwarts the public interest.
—Stephanie Pietros ’04
Mercy for math-phobes Why not have a math proficiency test to allow literary
types to “test-out” of the math requirement? PC has mercy on those who can string
sentences together, but find the task repellant—so why can’t they be as benevolent
to those among us who find graphing equations physically painful? This test could
be administered with far more ease than the current writing proficiency test, which
requires professors to spend long hours reviewing hastily scribbled essays. The
math proficiency test could be automatically scored, with people achieving a cer
tain percentage excused from the math requirement, and the unlucky losers forced
to enroll. After all, they have all sorts of gadgets these days to help people who are
allergic to numbers—but for non-writers, the best you can do is hope for an “ad
ministrative assistant.” —Erin Simmeth ’03

Better than Babe Ruth After losing the National League Division Series in five
games, Atlanta Braves manager Bobby Cox expressed his opinion that San Francisco
Giants’ outfielder Barry Bonds is the best baseball player of all time. Questions
like these have been debated for over 150 years, but this comment is blasphemous.
Every baseball fan and even those who do not follow the game, can tell you the
greatest baseball player was, is, and always will be Babe Ruth. Ruth transformed
the game and the country—not to mention the English language. Today we refer to
great feats as being Ruthian. Barry Bonds is a great player, a first-ballot Cooperstown
inductee, but he is not on the list with Babe Ruth, Joe DiMaggio or even his godfather,
Willie Mays. Bobby Cox, please wait until Bonds transforms American society
before you compare him to the gods of the sport. —Mike Raia ’05

PC students had classes off Monday, in
celebration of that glorious day when
Columbus discovered America.
by Dustin Kahoud ’04

Research Ethics: Stem cell debate an issue
of life, not just prolonging it
continued from page 9
Practically speaking, it is certainly
possible to see its merit.
This utilitarian approach nonetheless
leads to rather murky moral conclusions
when there is a clearly a consistent view.
Additionally, those who have spent
much time arguing the righteousness of
using these remaining embryos would
be better served focusing their energies
on the morally consistent alternative to
embryonic stem cell research, adult
stem cell research. Indeed, too little
energy has been focused on exploring
this alternative, one that holds just as
much promise as embryonic stem cell
research. Although there have as yet
been no proven therapeutic purposes for

using stem cells of any kind (embryonic
or adult), there is no scientific
disadvantage to the use of adult instead
of embryonic stem cells. Indeed, some
have even suggested a possible
advantage to the use of one’s own stem
cells in treatment because the potential
for tissue rejection is avoided.
There should be no question as to
the ethical nature of stem cell research.
Especially with the presence of
promising, ethically sound alternatives,
and mindful of the consistency of a prolife position and denouncing embryonic
stem cell research, this is undeniably a
“black and white” moral issue. And that
is something which supersedes being
“or ”

Online Poll Results
Poll for the 10/17 issue: “Which senior PC athlete will be
most valuable to his or her team this winter sports season?”
Abdul Mills: Men's Basketball (31%, 8 votes)

Forget dinner and a movie I shouldn’t complain about ticket prices — the Cowl
covers that for me. But still, $9 is a lot to shell out for a flick. Nonetheless, you’d
think that once you got into the theater, annoying things would stop happening,
right? Wrong. I had to sit through eight (yes, I counted) TV commercials before
the previews began. That’s roughly 10 minutes of advertisements. I am so sick of
spending all this money only to be subjected to deodorant commercials. If I wanted
to watch commercials, I wouldn’t change the channel. I swear, if seeing movies in
the theater wasn’t my job... well, I would still do it...just not as often.
—Dave Quinn ’04, A&E Editor

The Cowl

Providence College's

student newspaper since

Editor-in-Chief:Dave Holman ’03

Associate Editor-in-Chief: Mark Balas ’03

Business Manager: Andrea McHugh ’03

Arts & Entertainment Editor: Dave Quinn '04
Asst. A&E Editor:Dan Devine ’04

Copy Editors: Amy Okrongly ’03, Kelly Mack
’04, Mary Allietta ’05, Anna Kukowski ’06,
Trish Higgins ’06, Michaela Sheehan ’06,
Stephanie Smith ’06

Business Staff: Kirsten Hansen ’03, Kim Sagan
’04, Sarah Long ’04, Nick DaDalt ’04, Lauren
Bisio ’05, Megan Magga ’05, Tim King ’04, Rob
Burkhart ’04, Liz Bellino ’05, Alissa Fisher ’04
Roving Photographers: Jess Sobin ’04,
Amanda Zoller ’04

Webmaster: Brian Black ’04
Roisin Quinn ’05, Todd Sorenson ’04
Tech Support: Chris Severino '04

Portfolio Editor:Joan Barker ’04
Sports Editor: R.J. Friedman ’03
Asst. Sports Editor:Virginia Cheng ’03

Jenn Butsch: Women's Hockey (12%, 3 votes)

(19%, 5 votes)

1935

Photography Manager: John Englishmen 03,
Asst. Photography Manager: Pete Johnson ’03

World Editor: Jay Higgins ’03
Commentary Editor: Erin Simmeth '03
Asst. Commentary Editor: Mike Raia ’05

(38%, 10 votes)

Brooke Freeburg: Women's Basketball

Advertising Manager: Hillary Murray ’04
News Editor: Frank Caliva ’04
Asst. News Editor: Keith Carr ’04

Jon DiSalvatore: Men's Hockey

Circulations Manager: Dan Burgoyne ’03
Brad Hinote ’03

Moderator: Dr. Kirk Brague

Poll current as of Wednesday 9 p.m.
Vote on this issue’s poll at www.thecowl.com: “Is embryonic stem cell research
morally acceptable?”

Cowl Letters Policy
The Cowl welcomes guest commentar
ies and Letters to the Editor from all
members of the Providence College com
munity, as well as outside contributors.
All submissions must include the
writer’s name, signature, and a phone
number where they can be reached. Ar
ticles will be printed as space permits.
Letters should be no more than 250 words
in length. Guest commentaries should be
limited to 700 words in length and only
one will be published per week. The Cowl
editorial board and its administrative su
pervisors reserve the right to edit articles
and letters for space and clarity.
However, if there is a portion you spe
cifically wish to remain unchanged, please
inform the Editor-in-Chief. Letters to the

Editor are the opinions of the writer only
and do not reflect the viewpoint of The
Cowl staff.
Submissions must be delivered,
mailed or faxed to The Cowl office no later
than 5 p.m. on the Monday before publi
cation. Mail submissions to Box 2981
Providence, RI 02918, fax to 401-8651202, submit online at www.thecowl.com,
e-mail to thecowl@providence.edu, or
hand deliver to The Cowl Office in Slavin
104. Call 401-865-2214 with any ques
tions.
Weekly Subscription Rate

is $25.00 per
YEAR BY MAIL. STUDENT SUBSCRIPTION IS

INCLUDED IN TUITION FEE. CORRESPONDENCE
CAN BE MAILED DIRECTLY TO I THE COWL,

Providence College, Providence, Rhode
Island 02918.

Commentary

October 17,2002

The Cowl 11

“Catholic” group denies most basic teachings
by Juliette Paul ’05
Commentary Staff

Since the discovery of scandal in the Archdiocese
of Boston, innumerable faithful Catholics have voiced
their sudden disassociation with the Church.
Organizations for Church reform are in uproar. Voice
of the Faithful, a worldwide group of so-called
mainstream lay Catholics,
CHURCH
has
caused
CRISIS
notablecontroversy in
response to the crisis of
clergy sexual abuse. While the media supports the
group under its pious claims toward Catholic unity,
Voice of the Faithful is a mole in disguise.
Voice of the Faithful has established the Voice of
Compassion-Boston Fund in an effort to provide an
additional option for Catholics whose consciences have

There is ultimately no sense in speaking
Church doctrine to an ex-priest who
denied the divinity of Christ.
shaken them away from donating to the annual
Cardinal’s Appeal. The fund administrator offered
nearly $62,000 to the Archdiocese of Boston to be
allocated mirroring the distribution of funds from the
Cardinal’s Appeal. Cardinal Bernard Law has so far
refused to accept the money. The objective of Voice of
the Faithful seems good and noble. Yet, after a little
research into VOTF history. Cardinal Law’s decision
now seems not only prudent, but obvious.
If you were to visit the VOTF website, you would
read the organization’s goals: “to support victim/
survivors of abuse, to support priests of integrity, and
to shape structural change within the Catholic Church.”
Any Catechism-loving conservative would agree with
the first two parts of the mission statement. Yet, the
last phrase is irreprehensible and wholly anti-Catholic.
Since a simple mission statement is not always enough
to discredit a seemingly holy effort, investigation of
the prominent “mainstream, conservative, Catholic”
VOTF supporters seems fair and in due course.

AP PHOTO

Protesters inarch against last year’s peophilia
scandal. Voice of the Faithful, one of the groups to
speak out against the scandal, has recieved media
support, but their goal to “shape structual change
within the Catholic Church” is controversial.
Fr. Richard P. McBrien, one of the most liberal
Catholic theologians in the U.S. and a supporter of
VOTF, wrote an article calling those who hold the
official teachings of the Church “homophobes who look
upon gays as disreputable souls held in the grip of the
worst sort of moral perversion.” To that comment, I
would declare that our pope is not a homophobe, nor
does he look upon a soul as disreputable or in the state

of moral perversion.
Thomas Groome, theologian, ex-priest, and a former
featured speaker at VOTF conventions, testified, “A
well-balanced gay person can make a fine priest. ..I’ve
known hundreds of priests and never known a
pedophile. They hide themselves well.” This statement
hardly fits the definition of “conservative Catholic,”
as VOTF supporters claim themselves to be. I would
expect an ordained priest not to be so morally
indifferent toward the fact that pedophile clergymen
exist.
James Carroll even better exemplifies VOTF’s anti
Catholic agenda. A former priest who excommunicated
himself by marrying before his laicization, Carroll
maintains his belief in contraception, abortion, and
women’s ordination, while denying the divinity of Jesus
Christ. At a VOTF convention Carroll stated, “Deeper
questions must be confronted as well...the ‘creeping
infallibility’ that corrupts church teaching.” Papal
infallibility eternally establishes rather than corrupts
Church doctrine. Yet, there is ultimately no sense in
speaking Church doctrine to an ex-priest who denied
the divinity of Christ.
Rev. Victor La Voie, also a strong supporter of
VOTF, who has Thomas Groome periodically speaking
at his parish, was the 17th priest in the Archdiocese of
Boston to be removed on accusation of sexual abuse.
For a group that claims to be pro-Church teaching,
VOTF has had an awful response from the real
“shepherds of Church peoples.” Nationwide, the
reaction of most bishops has been to inhibit the
expansion of VOTF. Last Friday, Archbishop of
Newark John J. Myers described Voice of the Faithful
as ‘’anti-church and, ultimately anti-Catholic.” VOTF
leaders defend themselves with Vatican II document
statements, such as “Christ...fulfills his prophetic
office...not only by the hierarchy who teach in his name
and with his authority, but also by the laity.” We must
keep in mind that the pope and bishops are the official
Church teachers. In appointing Peter “Rock of the
Church,” we can presume Jesus Christ never intended
it to be very democratic.
Why would anyone with anti-Church sentiments due
VOICE OF THE FAITHFUL/Page 13

Moratorium on Illinois executions grants life
by Erin Simmetii ’03
Commentary Editor

The death penalty debate heated up
again this year, as the dialectic increased
between supporters and abolitionists.
While some lawmakers suggested
increasing executions to somehow
prevent terrorism,
NATIONAL
outgoing Illinois
ISSUES
Governor George
Ryan actively moved
his state one step. closer to abolishing the
death penalty altogether by demanding
a review of sentences for all 158 people
on death row in Illinois. This may be an
opportunity for justice to progress
beyond mere blood vengeance, and to
lead ultimately to the abolition of the
death penalty.
The question being asked here,
however, appears to be more one of
conscience than of the correctness of the
punishment itself. Gov. Ryan is moving
to stop executions not necessarily out of
revulsion for that kind of justice, but for
the chance that one of those headed for
the chair or the needle may actually be
innocent. Gov. Ryan placed a
moratorium on executions in January
2000, when the 13th person on death row
was proven innocent since the
reinstatement of the death penalty in
1977. In that time, twelve people were
executed in Illinois. With those kinds of
odds, it is no wonder that Gov. Ryan’s
conscience may be burdened—and that
he would use one of his last powers as
governor to prevent the possibility that
another wrongly-accused innocent be
sent to the death chamber. However,
capital punishment is still the law in
Illinois, and convicted murderers are still
being sentenced to death there, although
no new execution dates have been set.
Gov. Ryan, or his successor, should work
toward abolishing the death penalty
outright in Illinois, bringing a more
human justice to one more state—and
thus hopefully, with time, to the rest of
the country.

The question of the moral
permissibility of the death penalty itself
is more complex. Most people would
agree that it is horrible to think that an
innocent person could be sentenced to
death, while they still argue incessantly
over whether or not the statistics show
that this happens frequently or not.
However, our moral responsibility goes
further than that as a civilized nation.
Our insistence on retaining the death
penalty, while practically every other
developed nation has discontinued this
practice, leaves a dark blot on the face
of our national justice and brings our
entire morality into question.
This is an interesting moment in the
history of the death penalty debate, as
the U.S. embarks on the second phase

Instead of allowing
Americans to clamor for blood
vengeance, we should amend
our system of justice to disclude
a violent end for violent
criminals.
itself a leader on world morality for
having the courage to hunt down and kill
those who were responsible for killing
our own citizens—and now, to kill those
who possibly might be able to kill more
Americans one day. It is ironic that our
nation’s retention of the death penalty
for murder puts us in a small category
with the very countries to which we
consider ourselves so morally superior.
Indeed, the U.S. is one of the top five
countries for sheer number of annual
elections: according to Amnesty
International figures, in 2001 90 percent
of the world’s executions took place in
China, Iran, Saudi Arabia and the U.S.
The fact is that ours is a culture of death:
our relatively high homicide rate is
compounded by our addiction to the use
of the death penalty, and overshadowed
by the violence in which our foreign

CNN PHOTO

Glenn Charles McGinnis was executed on Jan. 25, 2000 in Texas for the
1990 murder of a young mother and her two children during a robbery,
which he committed at age 17. The U.S. is the only country known to have
executed juvenile offenders in the past two years.

policy is steeped.
The state-sponsored killing which
the death penalty permits is defended by
two main groups. The first argues that
capital punishment is necessary to
prevent violent crime in the first place.
However, the opposite is demonstrated
by the evidence of the many other
countries who have abolished the death
penalty. For an example, let’s look to our
neighbors to the north: in Canada, the
homicide rate fell from a peak of 3.09
murders per 100,000 population in 1975,
the year before the death penalty was
outlawed, to 2.41 in 1980, and it has
continued to decline: In 1999, 23 years
after abolition, the homicide rate was
1.76 per 100,00 people, 43 percent lower
than in 1975.
The other major voice of support for
the death penalty comes, surprisingly,

from certain conservative Christian
groups. These people point to Bible
passages in which Christ accepted the
authority of the Roman leadership of his
time, and to the infamous “eye for an
eye” laws of the Old Testament. I’m not
sure which Bible they are reading, but I
seem to remember more from my CCD
days about forgiveness and mercy being
Christian virtues, than vengeance,
retribution, and bloodshed as a means to
healing (except in one major incidence).
Indeed, execution does nothing to end
violence, but rather perpetuates it.
Instead of allowing Americans to clamor
for blood vengeance, we should amend
our system ofjustice to exclude a violent
end for violent criminals. We are a
civilized society; we no longer live by
the laws of the tooth and claw. It is time
for the death penalty to go.

Commentary
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Marketing trends finding venues everywhere
by

Lauren Quinterno ’03
Commentary Staff

Caviar and champagne are now
passe. For a romantic dinner, look no
further than the world’s plainest, most
abundant staple food—rice. Just ask
Uncle Ben. In a re
CONSUMER
cent commercial, a
CULTURE
woman, with steam
ing bowl in hand,
twirls around the kitchen to sensuous
music. She dazzles a man, who from
across the countertop casts her a know
ing glance. While rice’s sumptuous
makeover is a more obvious attempt at
broader product appeal, some companies
are resorting to “stealth marketing,” in
which consumers are exposed to market
ing ploys without even knowing it. This
tactic may be second nature to advertis
ers, but it’s up to us to see through the
gimmickry.
Commercials for hard liquor are not
to appear on television networks, for the
sake of protecting minors. This is why
those ever-so clever Absolut Vodka ads
are only seen in print— on the backs of
magazines or even on T-shirts. Yet dis
tillers have wheedled their way onto our
TV screens, and gotten their hard liquor
logos in commercials, where good-look
ing young people at happening parties
flash bottles of Bacardi Silver, Jack
Daniel’s Hard Cola, Stolichnaya
Citrona, Smimofflce, and Captain Mor
gan Gold. Critics charge that these
“maltematives,” marketed toward under
age drinkers, will spike a demand for
their hard liquor counterparts.
“The ads feature heavy party scenes
with lots of quick MTV-inspired move
ments and things that adults wouldn’t
do,” explained George Hacker of the
Center for Science in the Public Inter
est, a consumer advocacy group. The
Federal Trade Commission, conversely,
did not find that such commercials were
injurious to youth. Yet the motive behind
“maltematives” remains a bit ambigu-

ous. Are hard liquor companies fueling
the taste for cold new beverages or have
they merely created an indirect market
ing scheme?
The intentions of most advertising
deals, however, are not so hazy. As if
movies aren’t filled with enough sub
liminal messages, Coors Brewing Co.
will be planting its beverage in as many
movies as it can, given its recent long
term agreement with Miramax Films.
This symbiosis of sorts allows each to
take advantage of the other’s status,
while both reap the advantages of in
creasing profits.
While some companies are spending

As long as there are ads,
there will be consumer choice.
We have the power not to be
influenced by everything we see
and hear, and not to accept
everything at face value.
millions to place their products on the
big screen, others have used more pre
carious methods of product placement.
When the energy drink Red Bull began
its promotion in England, advertising
company Cake Creative Consultancy
purposely left empty cans strewn on
tables and in sidewalk trashcans. One
look at the remnants would surely inspire
the thought: Gosh, is this what
everyone’s drinking now?
A bit closer to home, Red Bull has
recruited student representatives on col
lege campuses to dole out its slender cans
to worn-out students and intramural ath
letes, touting the drink’s benefits as a
pick-me-up. Khamtanh Inthirath ’03, the
representative from Providence College,
has a mini refrigerator, provided by the
company, full of the yellow liquid. You
won’t see celebrities or athletes promot
ing Red Bull, and its logo is not printed
on apparel. “It’s all about word of

Housing Woes:
Rumors drive rents through the roof
continued from page 9
for an on-campus apartment were
unable to secure a bed in Davis Hall or
the other apartments. Faced with having
to live a third year in the cramped
quarters of a room in Aquinas or
McDermott, many moved off campus.
This year. Providence College saw more
juniors living off campus than in recent
years, leaving many houses that would
usually open up for new tenants
occupied for a second year.
Additionally, the rumors drifted
outside the immediate Providence
College community and to the ears of
local landlords. Seeing the potential
problem of students not receiving an
apartment on campus, landlords have
accurately predicted many would be
more willing to move off campus rather
than live in a cramped room with two
or three other people. Common
economic thought explains that as

demand raises, so does price.
Speaking with several landlords over
the past weeks during my own search for
a spacious commode in the PC
neighborhood, I have routinely been told
that rent will “probably go up about $30
a month.” With these houses (one on
Oakland Avenue, one on Radcliffe
Avenue and one on Admiral Street)
ranging from $380 to $440 a month (plus
utilities) per tenant, students are literally
paying for the College’s failure to dispel
the rumors from last year.
With the threat of losing their
apartments to rising juniors, students in
the Class of 20Q4 have already begun to
sign leases with landlords in the College
neighborhood. In last week’s Cowl,
Director of Off-Campus Housing
Richard Kless explained the rush to
secure houses, saying, “We usually
publish the off-campus housing list after
Columbus Day, but we got inundated this

Afraid of commitment?

Companies often find non-traditional means of pushing their product, such
as the Red Bull van and this high-flying Red Bull billboard.

mouth. It becomes a loyalty thing,” ex
plained Inthirath of the drink’s faithful
college following.
Because standing out from the com
petition is increasingly difficult in the adclogged media outlets of television,
magazines, newspaper, radio, and even
the Internet, advertising agencies are
looking more and more to unconven
tional means of product promotion.
Clearly, the commercials of yesterday
that relied solely on catchy jingles would
not have a high success rate today. The
tunes that hooked our parents and grand
parents on certain brands of toothpaste
or stomach remedies are not thought to
be racy enough to engage the current
generation: “You’ll wonder where the
yellow went when you brush your teeth
with Pepsodenf’... “Alkaseltzer, plop,
plop, fizz, fizz, oh what a relief it is!”
Each day we are bombarded by thou
sands of advertisements— from the me

dia as well as from billboards, store
fronts, and even busses. From ads and
commercials we derive acceptable per
ceptions of ourselves and others. They
tell us what to eat, what the hottest
clothes are, what kind of car to drive,
even which political candidates are
worth our vote. When RT. Barnum pro
claimed “There’s a sucker bom every
minute,” he made an important statement
about our culture of mass consumerism.
It is, however, possible to break from
the patterns of deception brought on by
the latest trends in advertising’s evolu
tion. As long as there are ads, there will
be consumer choice. We have the power
not to be influenced by everything we
see and hear, and not to accept every
thing at face value. So before you send
for those workout videos or for a yearsupply of wrinkle cream, think before
becoming brainwashed by crafty market
ing tactics.

year.” After the announcement made by
Rev. Kenneth Sicard, O.P., (Director of
Residence Life) last Tuesday, many were
left with a lease to a house they no longer
needed.
The college had (and has) a
responsibility to its students. We deserve
to know what is going on at our school.
By neither confirming nor denying last
year’s rumors, the College forced
students to jump to conclusions. These
conclusions pushed more students offcampus both out of a fear of not receiving
an apartment and plain necessity. The
exodus from Providence College
residence halls logically sent off-campus
rent to new highs. Dorms are still
overcrowded and will remain
overcrowded until the school actively
works to fix the problem by lowering
enrollment and accepting fewer students
(whicfi will effectively inflate the
school’s prestige level), building more
residence halls, or forcing students to
live at least one year off campus. None
of these solutions are possible, though,
unless the College begins to
communicate with its students.

Voice of the Faithful?
Catholic group
denies basic truths

Still want to get your name in
the Cowl?

continued from page 11
to clergy sexual abuse scandals donate
to an organization comprised of those
who support homosexual practice
among gay clergymen? For a world that
has become so politically correct, too
many Catholics have checked out of the
Body of Christ without doing their
research into which new body they were
checking. VOTF supporters have
accomplished their mission of
“restructuring the Church” by
promoting the personal campaigns of
publicly anti-Church peoples. Why not
give the money to the Church to
strengthen it rather than support the
efforts of those excommunicated from
it? The media may denounce Cardinal
Bernard Law for his decision, but what
would Rome believe to be true if he
accepted money from such an
organization?

Hook up some Cowl action at
www.thecowl.com.

Letters to the Editor will be accepted
with your name and class year.
Try to keep it to a manageable
length— 250 words will do.
While you’re at it, vote on the web
poll — democracy is a privilege.
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Breaking down the Rules
Mark Balas ’03 and Dave Quinn ’04 tackle Roger
Avary’s The Rules of Attraction, in a very special point/
counterpoint critique of the satirical college-set film
by Mark Balas ’03
Assoc. Editor-in-Chief

There’s really no likeable character in Roger
Avary’s film adaptation of Brett Easton Ellis’s novel
The Rules ofAttraction, but to watch them interact is
a thoroughly entertaining and thought-provoking
venture. All five of the
MOVIE
film’s adults are drug
REVIEW
addicts or lecherous, and
POINT
the film’s main ensemble
of college students are
individually either amoral or naive. It’s the tension
between the characters’ ego-driven amorality and
their unique senses of justice is what makes the film
an interesting character study, darkly comedic, and at
points, surprisingly poignant.
Although The Rules ofAttraction is essentially
plotless, it’s a smart, slick, and stylish character
study. The characters exist in an existential world
where the consequences of every decision and
indiscretion change the way the world and the people
in it interact with them. Sure, Sean loves Lauren,
Lauren loves Victor but likes Sean, Paul loves Sean
but dated Lauren, Victor loves Lara, and Lara loves
the entire football team, but the audience isn’t
supposed to care about the resolution, just the trip
ups along the way. Avary makes sure that the
audience already knows the film’s resolution, by
showing the climactic “End of the World Party”
before the film’s opening credits.
Said party is held at a nameless Northeast liberal
arts college (where apparently, nobody takes classes,
everyone has their own room, and drugs flow freer
than beer) frat house. It’s here where Sean Bateman
(James Van Der Beek), bruised physically and
emotionally and drinking straight from a bottle of
Jack Daniel’s, decides to bring a nameless, bland girl
home. It’s here where Lauren Hynde (Shannyn
Sossamon) passes out and is filmed losing her
virginity, and where Paul Denton (Ian Somerhalder)
is gay-bashed by a fellow student toward whom he
was making desperate sexual advances.
Avary constantly plays with form, presenting key
thematic scenes in split screen, in long and smooth
tracking shots, or by running the film backward then
forward, for thematic and character development
reasons. Avary, who’s Killing Zoe was made
watchable because of the heroin-haze wash he put on
the film, runs the film (and sound) backwards twice
in that opening party scene, for the purposes of
getting three first-person views (Paul, Sean, and
Lauren’s, respectively) of “The End of the World.” A
long tracking shot of Sean walking to a keg, past all
partygoers, at an outdoor party, suggests that Sean is
his own pillar, social exemplar, and moral criterion.
The love-at-first-sight split-screen is so important to
the film that Avary can’t possibly cut back and forth
between Sean and Lauren, so he makes the scene
first person from both points of view.
Those who inhabit the world of The Rules of
Attraction have their own expectations for how
others should act, all the while standing vehement by
their self-serving impulses. Sean Bateman (brother
of American Psycho Patrick Bateman) is an insincere
amoral/cocaine-dealing/alcoholic/sex addict who is
ruled by emotion and reviles most people. When a
foreign emotion, love, enters his head, he is
completely disarmed, because he has no faculties to
direct his new emotion. Sean is played perfectly by
James Van Der Beek, who, instead of dismissing
Sean as a one-dimensional lowlife, brings weight to
the character, realizing that lowlifes have feelings,
too. Most of the film’s poignancy and humor comes
ATTRACTIVE/Page 18

by

LIONS GATE FILMS

Deterioration Rules: James Van Der Beek (top
top), Ian Somerhalder (above), and Shannyn
Sossamon and Jessica Biel (left to right, below)
sort through the debauchery and drugs of college
life in The Rules of Attraction.

Dave Quinn ’04
A&E Editor

Emptiness and aversion fill the characters in The
Rules of Attraction, Roger Avary’s screen adaptation
of Brett Easton Ellis’s second novel of the same
name. Avary, who helped write Pulp Fiction, takes
these characters though a backward sequence of their
lives, using rewind
MOVIE techniques to show the
REVIEW audience just where
COUNTERPOINT these ludicrous mistakes
went wrong. However,
while these flashy camera moves and jumbled
chronological scenes entertain, the main ingredients
are still missing—a plot to drive the narrators and
emotion-gaining characters.
Attraction seems to be outlandish solely for the
sake of being outlandish. Our main character, Sean
Bateman (James Van Der Beek) is a drug-dealing,
drug-using, sex-crazed, and violent wasteland who,
like every other character in the film, has serious
illusions of romance. He thinks the raccoon-eyed
virgin Lauren (Shannyn Sossamon) is his mystery
lover. Meanwhile Lauren longs for juvenile Victor
(Kip Pardue), a student abroad on a drug-binged
orgy, to bring her into the world of immorality that
surrounds her monotonous New England school.
While she pursues her fantasy, bisexual Paul (Ian
Somerhalder) lusts after Sean, mistaking drug
advances as sexual desires. And while Lara (Jessica
Beil) loves the entire football team, no one loves the
dead girl in the bathtub. In all this confusion, we
never feel affection or hatred for these characters,
leaving and overall theme of decadence and
pointlessness plaguing the film.
Shock value seems to be the main motivation of
Attraction. We get to see dreamy Dawson’s Creek
heartthrob James Van Der Beek smoking pot,
masturbating, kissing boys, having sex, and wiping
his backside on the toilet. There’s Jessica Biel and
Shannyn Sossamon in their underwear, with Biel
snorting cocaine until her nose bleeds and Sossamon
getting date-raped and vomited on. And if that
wasn’t enough, throw in The Wonder Years ’ Fred
Savage in tighty-whites, shooting heroin (what
would Winnie think?). These images, though
understood to be means of character study, fail to do
anything without the emotional substance behind
them.
Even if the premise of young actors throwing
their lives away in a film about campus depravity
entices audiences, Avary’s failure to construct a
story, or even a statement, will turn them away. His
adaptation of Bret Easton Ellis’s novel leaves crucial
questions unanswered. By eliminating the sexual
relationship between Lauren and Sean, which in the
novel leads to an unplanned pregnancy, the whole
argument and study of misdirected illusions of love
is lost. The title The Rules of Attraction doesn’t
make any argument in the film that he has shown us,
taking away Ellis’s entire point.
Ellis’s previous novel, American Psycho, came to
the screen in a daring adaptation by director Mary
Harron. The difference between that and Attraction
lies in Avary’s decision to take the ’80’s-set novel
into the present, taking away what could have been a
stronger satire. And while his stylistic shots, splitscreen focus, European vacation montage, and tight
camera angles are impressive, he still loses so much
from what could have been a truly captivating
critique on deterioration.
James Van Der Beek is, however, impressive as
Sean Bateman, taking on the bruised persona fully.
UNATTRACTIVE/Page 18
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Picks Still Your Favorite Music
of the
Week
Low-key rockers Clem Snide cut straight to the bone with their
unique brand offeel-good music about feeling bad
by Dan Devine ’04
Asst. A&E Editor

by

Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Staff

Movie
Muppets From Space
Directed by Tim Ilill (III)
This most recent addition to the
Muppet collection chronicles Gonzo’s
emotionally-wrought search for his
ancestry, his family, and his true iden
tity... oh, and it’s freakin’ hilarious.
The entire Muppet cast sings The
Commodores’ “Brick House,” Kermit
says, "Way to get down with your bad
selves,” and Pepe (the King Prawn)
has a pretty major role. Oh, and watch
for the goat references—something
funny going on there...

msftin sextan

Music
Martin Sexton
Wonder Bar
Although this album doesn’t show
case Martin Sexton’s incredible vo
cal talents as well as his live perfor
mances do. it still has some gems,
including “Where Did 1 Go Wrong,”
a wistful ballad, and the fun and up
beat “Things You Do To Me.” He’s a
shaggy-looking guy. but his lyrics are
honest and this album is a perfect in
troduction to his unique jazz/folk

Book
The Princess Bride:
S. Morgenstern's Classic Tale of
True Love and High Adventure
By William Goldman

You’ve seen "S. Morgenstern’s Clas
sic Tale of True Love and High Ad
venture” with Fred Savage, Cary
Elwes, and Andre the Giant (at least.
I hope you have), but the book it was
based on is at least 10 times better.
At 398 pages, it's long, but fast-paced
and incredibly funny. Think ot it as
an extensive director’s cut. You 11
find out everyone’s background, what
really happens at the end, and you’ll
even get a sneak peek at the first chap
ter of what might have been a sequel.

WHO: Clem Snide
WHERE: Brooklyn, NY
RECOMMENDED IF YOU LIKE:
Counting Crows, Wilco, Cat Power, Neil
Young, Gram Parsons
WHY YOU MIGHT KNOW THEM:
“Moment In The Sun,” off their 2001
album The Ghost of Fashion, was the
theme song for NBC’s hit show Ed.

“Your favorite music / well, it just
makes you sad / but you like it I ’cause
you feel special that way,” sings Eef
Barzelay, Clem Snide’s New Jersey-bom
singer/songwriter, on the title track from
2000’s Your Favorite Music (first
released during the
BAND band’s brief stint
SPOTLIGHT | with major label
Sire Records). I
can’t think of any other lyric that so
completely cuts through the pretension
of the listener and, at the same time, so
fully admits the songwriter’s own
participation in it.
In contrast, on “Moment In The Sun,”
which appears on 2001’s The Ghost of
Fashion (as well as on the soundtrack to
NBC’s Ed and the 2002 Moment In The
Sun EP), Barzelay croons, “When it’s my
moment in the sun / oh, how beautiful
I’ll be / but in a normal sort of way I like
I am you, and you are me.”
It’s that combination of brutal
honesty and cock-eyed optimism that
makes Clem Snide so unique: there
aren’t too many people writing smart
rock music these days, and the stuff these
guys write is sharp enough to puncture
pomposity and cut a little too close to
the bone in the process—but it also
makes you feel really good.
Named for a character in William S.
Burroughs’ 1959 novel Naked Lunch,
Clem Snide has been in existence in one
form or another since 1991, when
Barzelay was attending college in
Boston. The band’s early sound,
described by many as a loud and
sometimes unfortunate mixture of punk
and jazz with coarse guitars and wailing
saxophones, has changed drastically in
the last decade, evolving into a sort of
thrift shop orchestra tied together by the
thin string of Barzelay’s vocals.
The lineup of Barzelay (guitar/
vocals), gifted multi-instrumentalist and
producer Jason Glasser (cello/violin/
bells/keyboards) and the rock-steady Jeff
Marshall (electric and standup bass)
debuted in 1998 with You Were A
Diamond, originally released on the tiny
Tractor Beam label. While spotty at
times and not fully indicative of the
band’s best effort, Diamond did
accomplish the admirable goal of
establishing the slow, sweet lilt and
ironic lyricism that have become Clem
Snide’s trademarks. Serving up chain
smoking, slow-drinking gems like “Nick
Drake Tape,” “Your Night to Shine,” “I
Can’t Stay Here Tonight,” and
“Accident,” the album largely fell on
deaf ears thanks to a paltry initial
pressing and very little promotion, a
minor crime that merited the justice of a
re-release by the band’s current label,
larger indie spinART Records.
Thanks to the second chance, many
more listeners will get to experience the
album’s true gem (or maybe its coal in
the midst of being turned into a
diamond), which is Barzelay’s still-inthe-larvae-stage voice: yet to truly find
his own sound, he audibly strains
throughout, sounding like a cross
between a hoarse Kurt Cobain and Uncle
Tupelo/Son Volt singer Jay Farrar as he
sings over the smooth and perennially
understated backdrop set down by
Glasser and Marshall.
If Diamond was the blueprint, Your
Favorite Music was the finished
building, 11 brilliant songs (and a

Beautiful (but in a normal sort of way): The boys of Brooklyn’s Clem Snide
(pictured above) stand oustide the confines of conventional rock music,
penning heartfelt tunes as smart as they are stunning.

comparative clunker that a lot of lesser
bands would be proud to call their own)
that strongly affirmed of the group’s
talents. Music's first five tracks (“The
Dairy Queen,” “Exercise,” “Your
Favorite Music,” “African Friend,” and
the beautifully bruised “Bread”) make
for one of the strongest collective starts
of any album in recent memory, and even
the clunker, the ill-advised, (sort of)
driving and woefully out of place “I Love
The Unknown,” does little to break up
the album’s flow.
Barzelay’s songwriting improved
even further on this sophomore release,
churning out line after memorable line
that you end up telling all your friends
about when you’re drunk. Whether
beckoning a lover to “come lay on the
couch, [because] we don’t have to work
on our tans” (“African Friend”) or telling
a pal that even though “friendship is all
we have in the end, I wouldn’t die for
your sins” (“Messiah Complex Blues”),
his lyrics got noticeably sharper and
more accessible, even amidst all their
irony, and the progression in his writing
raised the band’s music to previously
unreached heights.
As if the Clem Snide originals on
Music weren’t stunning enough, in their
benevolence they saw fit to include a
picture-perfect cover of “Donna,” the
incredible ballad that introduced
America to Ritchie Valens in 1959. If
you listen to Clem Snide perform this
song and it doesn’t absolutely break your
heart, then you’re either way too cynical
or just dead inside. It’s that simple.
It’s hard to follow up a masterpiece,
especially when it came on only your
second try. As such, one might have
expected Clem Snide to fall off after
Music, but while 2001’s The Ghost of
Fashion was not as complete an album,
it certainly wasn’t a misstep or a major
backslide. The exceptional support of
Glasser, Marshall, and percussionist Eric
Pauli is allowed to expand more, moving

back and forth from Music's dominant
country/folk tinge to slightly heavier and
more standard indie melodies, most
notably on “The Junky Jews” and “Let’s
Explode.” The wider range of backdrops
nicely complement Barzelay’s elegant
lyrics, which depict romantic
dysfunction on the upbeat dance pop of
“Ice Cube” (“I’m feeling like the ice
cube in your mouth, melting away / I
don’t want to leave, unless of course you
ask me to stay”) just as easily as they
twist empathy with sarcasm on the a
capella ballad “The Curse of Great
Beauty” (“’cause those paper cuts kept
you from writing a poem so epic and true
/ about how you are cursed with a beauty
so great / I’m sure that it’s hard being
you”). Though it never strayed too far
from the formula of the first two releases,
Fashion did manage to branch out in new
directions, turning frantic and urgent on
“Evil vs. Good” just before entering into
the super pop-friendly “Moment In The
Sun.” Fashion is a record about growth,
escaping the “ghosts” of the irrelevant
while not forgetting what’s really
important.
At the end of the day, what’s really
important and so damn impressive about
Clem Snide is their commitment to
remaining outside the standard
framework of rock music, and I’m not
just talking about signing to an indie
label and playing small venues. They’re
doing something different, something
that makes you think, and something that
makes you pause to consider what makes
you feel good and bad and why. My
heart’s in my throat throughout almost
all of their songs, and yet I always have
a smile on my face by the time they end.
That irony isn’t lost on Eef Barzelay and
his bandmates; in fact, it’s present in
every note they play.
GRADES:
You Were A Diamond - B+
Your Favorite Music - A+
The Ghost of Fashion - A-
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Urban Elements Rewind

Never Ready to Die

Taste
Town
of the

With Megan Gaffney ’03

You are what you eat
Geoff’s menu offers sandwiches
with a dash of personality
Geoff’s Superlative Sandwiches
163 Benefit Street 235 Thayer Street
751-2248 751-9214

If Buddy Cianci or Marlene Dietrich
became sandwiches, what would they
taste like? That important question must
be among many that Geoff’s menu
creators asked when planning their
endless selection of sandwiches with
often crazy names. Of course, the
restaurant is famous for more than just
titles, since its locations on Benefit and
Thayer Streets have been attracting
hungry crowds for over twenty years.
They even sell t-shirts, so if you like the
idea of proudly sporting a huge sandwich
picture on your chest, the option’s always
there.
Atmosphere: You probably can’t go
wrong with a storefront that boasts a
huge cartoon of a sandwich on its
window, even if the inside does look a
little dark and shady at first. Geoff’s is
one simple room with wooden floors,
counters and a few old tables on the sides
for those eating in. In the center is a huge
wooden barrel, famous for the pickles
you can select from inside it to
accompany your sandwich. Menu
choices are written in colorful chalk on
boards along the sides of the restaurant,
so you get to walk around while you
decide what you want to eat.
Selection: Geoff’s seems to have every
sandwich filling you could ever imagine,
plus some more. There’s a menu from
which you can choose any kind of basic
sandwich, but that’s boring and
something you can do in a cafeteria. The
other menus are divided by categories:
fish, fowl, double and triple combos (of
meat, of course), meatless, and “all the
rest,” which are the salads and soups. All
kinds of cheeses, vegetables, sauces,
spreads, and other dressings combine
with these choices to make a list of
sandwiches that
range
from
mouthwatering
to
somewhat
questionable. The Geoff, for example,
sounds just fine as a hot pastrami and
melted Swiss cheese combo. The
Kevorkian, on the other hand, combines
hot pastrami, bacon, cheddar cheese, hot
sauce and “optional dragon’s breath,”
and sounds almost as frightening as its
namesake. Overall, you can probably
find anything you want at Geoff’s, and
have it on a variety of breads.

Quality: There’s nothing questionable
about the food’s preparation, since
Geoff’s employees make everything in
front of you. Sandwiches are big and
filled with delicious ingredients.
Substituting pepperoni for salami in the
Buddy Cianci is definitely allowed, and
the result is fresh meat and Provolone
cheese, pepperoncini, lettuce, onions,
and thick slices of tomato between two
pieces of wheat bread. Tommy Van
Scoy, whoever he is, has donated his
name to a delicious rendition of an
American classic: ham, American

GOOGLE

Eat me-. If you’ve always wondering
what Buddy Cianci (above) tastes
like, Geoff’s has a sandwich for you.

cheese, lettuce, tomato, and mayo on
your choice of bread or roll. Eating it
hot is the best way, and heating up any
sandwich in Geoff’s steamer machine is
always a possibility.
Service: The chalkboard tells it like it
is: if you want to know the soup of the
day, ask our “sometimes friendly staff.”
They might smile if you’re nice enough
to them, but they don’t exactly try to
make conversation either. This
arrangement is fine, since they make the
sandwiches asking all the right questions
about what you want, and you get it.
Everything else is up to you.
Prepackaged desserts are in baskets on
the front counter, and you pick your
drinks,from a refrigerator which doesn’t
seem to be replenished very often. And
of course, you take your own pickles
from the huge barrel in the center of the
room.
Affordability: Some sandwiches are a
little expensive here, since some cost
around $6, especially if there’s more than
one meat involved. Basic sandwiches
are cheaper, and come with some
condiments or vegetables at no extra
charge. The Tommy Van Scoy and
Buddy Cianci, for example, are both
$5.29, which is reasonable for a big
sandwich with lots of ingredients.

Overall: Here’s a quick vocabulary
lesson from the American Heritage
Dictionary: superlative means “of the
highest order, quality or degree.”
Geoff’s sandwiches definitely fit that
definition, so rest assured that the
restaurant’s name is no lie. Though the
location itself leaves a little to be desired,
the sandwiches easily beat those at your
favorite deli chain stores that promise the
freshest food around. And Geoff’s
delivers to locations in Providence, so
you really have no excuse not to enjoy a
great sandwich.
GRADE: A-
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1994’s Ready to Die, by the late Nororious BIG (above), still resonates.
by Joe

Mavadones ’05

A&E Staff

It’s as much of a mystery to you as it
is to me. Clouded by deception,
corruption, and coercion, the murders of
Tupac Shakur and Christopher Wallace
(a.k.a. The Notorious BIG) are as
mysterious as they are intriguing. Since
Tupac’s murder in 1996, and Biggie’s in
1997, police investigations have created
as many questions as they have found
answers.
Last week, director Nick Broomfield
released Biggie and Tupac, a film with
hopes of unraveling the ambiguity
surrounding the killings of two of hip
hop’s all-time greatest emcees. The
release of Broomfield’s documentary
refocuses the attention of the hip-hop
community back on the turbulent lives
that Big and Pac led. In the midst of this
attention, we’re all once again reminded
of the superiority and insane amount of
skills that each emcee possessed. I too
was reminded of their legacies, but more
importantly, I was reminded about one
of my favorite albums.
1994 was one of the golden years in
hip hop’s history: Nas dropped Illmatic,
The Beastie Boys released III
Communication, The Roots put out Do
You Want More?, and Common pleased
our ears with Resurrection. But another
album reached beyond all of these gems.
It delivered more originality and
innovation than its peers. Basically, like
Alicia Silverstone in Clueless, it was hot.
The Notorious B.I.G.’s Ready to Die was
just one of those albums. It had
everything—the fortunate blend of ideal
production, Biggie’s lyricism, and all of
the intangible qualities gelled together
and formed an hour of brilliance inside
my headphones. By far, the best trait of
the album is that it sounds as good in
2002 as it did in ’94.
The classic tracks on Ready To Die
are countless. There’s “Juicy” and “Big
Poppa,” the most well known of all the

songs. But the album has a lot more to
offer than just these two hit singles.
There’s “Things Done Changed,” Big’s
funky manifesto about how life is always
changing and always getting harder.
And the ode to the stick-up, “Gimme
the Loot.”
Then there’s “Machine Gun Funk,” a
lyrical assault on fake rappers.
And don’t forget the DJ Premierproduced “Unbelievable” and “The
What,” featuring Method Man.
The retrospective “Respect”
chronicles Biggie’s growth from a baby
to a criminal to an emcee, and is probably
the highest peak on the album.
Like Louie’s on a Monday or a steak
and cheese from Alumni, Ready to Die
is truly exceptional.
It’s been over eight years since the
release of Ready to Die, and in that time,
a lot has changed. Tupac and Biggie are
gone, new classic albums have surfaced,
and a new group of hungry emcees have
taken over the positions that the fallen
rappers once held. But in that same time,
a lot has also stayed the same, and
Biggie’s music is a prime example.
When I listened to Ready to Die over
Columbus Day weekend, I couldn’t help
but be reminded of how contemporary
the album sounds. It possesses those
timeless qualities that keep it fresh, year
after year.
Broomfield’s Biggie and Tupac
attempts to clarify the blurred events
surrounding the deaths of The Notorious
B.I.G. and Tupac Shakur. But Biggie’s
Ready to Die always has been able to
bring us back to a time before the
violence, a time when he and Pac had
no beef. It reminds us why B.I.G. was
respected as much as he was. So as more
investigations and documentaries
attempt to shed some light on the two
murders, Ready to Die will always serve
as a reminder of B.I.G.’s skill and legacy.
Pull the album out of its case, dust it off,
and buckle up. The journey to 1994 has
never been so fun.

“HEART TO HEART”
- A SUPPER PROGRAM “HEART TO HEART”
DISCUSSIONS ON WOMEN’S
HEALTH ISSUES
WITH
Gynecologist Dr. Cynthia Hanna and
Representatives from
Student Health and STEP 1
WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 23RD
- 5:30 PM AQUINAS LOUNGE
To make reservations, see
your R.A.
Sponsored by:
Residence Life & Student Health
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Oprah’s on: White Oleander not
as poisonious as it might appear
by

Kelly Mack ’04
A&E Staff

“Where does a mother end and a
daughter begin?” The tagline for White
Oleander summarizes the struggle one
character must deal
MOVIE | with between her
REVIEW | childhood and her
own identity, asking
a question that is examined from many
different angles throughout the film.
Astrid Magnussen (Alison Lohman)
is a young girl who is witness to her
mother’s destruction and murder of an
ex-lover who left her for another woman.
This pivotal event takes Astrid from the
home she loved, and carries her through
her mother’s imprisonment, three dys
functional foster families, and finally, to
her own independence. Astrid is shaped
by not only her own mother (Michelle
Pfeiffer), but each “mother” she stays
with, and must constantly try to find the
boundary where they end and she begins.
Newcomer Alison Lohman, as Astrid,
does an amazing job of unifying the
movie and never loses the audience in
her character development. She does,
however, keep her character at a certain
distance: although White Oleander is
told through her point of view (and the
movie begins and ends with her reflec
tive narration), the audience never really
gets to know Astrid. We are expected to
empathize with her, but we can never be
sure of her true feelings in any given situ
ation. In some scenes this allows the au
dience to be more objective, but overall
leaves them with the feeling Lohman
held back her best. She is, however, the
emotional beacon of the movie, and

steals the show from her older and more
experienced castmates in more than one
scene.
On the other hand, Michelle Pfieffer,
as Astrid’s artist mother, is supposed to
be slightly distant, and carries out this
role well. She never raises her voice
above a (sometimes breathy, sometimes
creepy) half-whisper, combining her
strong facade with the maintenance of
her free-spirit image. Pfeiffer makes her
character’s presence felt, as even from
behind bars she is able to be constantly
in the subconscious of Astrid and the
audience. She is Astrid’s strongest in
fluence, in both her action and her inac
tion. The question of whether or not she
is a good mother is never really an
swered; instead it is left up to the audi
ence to interpret her expressions of love
for Astrid.
Astrid’s foster mothers also turn in
strong performances, with Robin Wright
Penn as Starr, a hypocritical “trailer
trash” evangelist and Renee Zellweger
as Claire, a needy but good-intentioned
B - movie actress. Director Peter
Kosminsky (Wuthering Heights) effec
tively moves the character of Astrid
through her times with these women.
For example, the symbolism of her out
ward appearance conflicts with her in
ner search for identity as each woman
dresses Astrid like herself, while Astrid
tries to find something to remain true to.
The relationships she has with Starr and
Claire are complex, but well played out
in stories that could almost stand on their
own.
The editing and cinematography (by
Chris Ridsdale and Eliot Davis, respec

tively) are almost as much a part of the
movie as the characters in Oleander, cre
ating a feeling of contextual continuity
and an absorbing atmosphere. They
seem to take their cues heavily from the
book of the same name that White Ole
ander was based on (an Oprah book club
selection by Janet Fitch), creating an en
vironment for the movie that is rich in
sensual information and that draws the
viewer into a world that is complete, as
a novel would- If nothing else, Olean
der should be watched simply for its
awareness of the senses, perhaps stem
ming from and certainly reflecting the
roles of Astrid and her mother as artists.
White Oleander is the kind of movie
that leaves the audience speechless when
the lights go up: it examines so many
facets and types of relationships in just
under two hours that it takes some re

GAYLORD PICTURES

Michelle Pfeiffer organizes flowers
(top top) and advises Renee
Zellweger in White Oleander.
flection to be fully appreciated. On a
whole, the strength of the characters and
the visual quality make it an experience
you won’t want to miss.
GRADE: B+
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URI’s smart and poignant Project
A community's take on Matthew Shepard in The Laramie Project
by

Erin Woulfe ’03

open fields, and surrounded by extremely distinct roles was
wooden fences, the actors must especially impressive taking
It was four years ago this do all the work to move this into account the different
past week that Matthew performance forward, and keep motivation for each character.
Olson was excellent each
Shepard, a 21-year-old student the audience engaged. Poor
of the University of Wyoming, acting in this sort of minimalist time she took the stage, most
was brutally piece would be unbearable, notably so as Romaine
THEATER murdered however the URI performers act Patterson, a friend of Matthew.
REVIEW because he was at a constantly believable level, She was thoroughly moving,
homosexual. He was first taken even through the many and a constant reminder of the
from a bar. then brutally beaten transitions and character pain those who live on must
and finally tied to a fence and changes the piece requires. endure after a tragedy like this.
While all the performers were
left to die.
Many different facets of this
Grappling with the depths of of an excellent caliber, murder are dealt with through
hate seen through the actions of deserving special mention were the piece. Initially, as a new
the two individuals who Tom Hurdle, Matthew Holmes interaction with any subject
performed this horrific crime, Archambault, and Erin M. tends to be, the play deals with
The Tectonic Theater Project Olson.
Laramie’s beauty and its people
Hurdle’s portrayal of Doc on a superficial level.
visited Laramie, Wyo. multiple
times and obtained interviews O’Connor the straight forward, Progressively, as the characters
with willing town residents. tell it like it is, town limousine delve into the story, they delve
From these interviews they, driver, along with that of Father into Laramie as well, both its
created The Laramie Project, Roger Schmit the town’s good and bad sides. Contrasts
which delves not only into the Catholic priest were both are created between people as
incident, but the mind and heart exceptionally convincing. Doc the story of Matthew Shepard
of Laramie itself.
provides a bit of comic relief to unfolds. The audience is
URI Theater is taking on the this serious piece but also is a allowed to see hospitalization,
immense task of performing true raw example of a Laramie funerals, trials, all wrapped up
The Laramie Project. Using 14 resident. Father Schmit is an in a media frenzy.
actors to play some 67 parts, the interesting character in the
Is Matthew one of us or isn’t
ensemble is both one cohesive sense that he is atypical of he? Is Laramie a town where
unit as well as 67 different predominately conservative hate is allowed to flourish? It
individuals. No matter how Laramie clergy.
all depends on who you ask.
subtle the costume or voice
Archambault runs himself Sherry Johnson makes a point
intonation change, the audience nearly ragged in this when she mentions that one of
always knows which character performance effectively playing her husband’s collegues on the
an actor is playing. URI’s a conservative Baptist minister, Highway Patrol was killed the
performance is excellent, and a homosexual resident of same time as Matthew, and that
yet consistently reminds the Laramie, the college student he received only a small
audience that hate is what who found Matthew Shepard as mention in the newspaper.
he lay helpless, as well as the “Here’s one of ours and it was
caused it in the first place.
Set on a mostly bare stage role of Shepard’s father. His just a little piece in the paper,”
with only a lit background of effective performance of these she explains. Who is to say,
A&E Staff

Cho-tastic

The Notorious C.H.O. marks Margaret Cho’s
vulgar and hysterical return to stand-up
by

Dave Quinn ’04
A&E Editor

Margaret Cho is hysterical. Most
people remember her from her starring
turn in the terrible 1994 sitcom AllAmerican
Girl.
SHORT Many more know
TAKE her as the “KoreanAmerican fag-hag
vulgar comic,” who established herself
as her phenomenally successful 2000
one-woman show/book I’m The One
That I Want. She continues that persona
in her latest comedy special. Notorious
C.H.O., a hysterical and bawdy vagina
monologue that tackles all, regardless of
gender, race, ethnicity, or sexuality.
Filmed in Nov. 2001, with eight
Digital Video cameras at the Paramount
Theater in Seattle, the movie truly
captures the raw energy of Cho’s
performance. Her subject ranges from
sexual encounters, to Colonics
procedures, to the lack of AsianAmericans in entertainment, to S&M
clubs, to post-Sept. 11 lifestyle changes,
to self-esteem, and of course, to family.
Cho’s signature shtick remains her
family, with her impressions of her
mother providing her best material here.
As Cho’s mother explained to Margaret,
“Everybody is a little gay,” reinforcing
her point with a story of her father
receiving an unwanted sexual advance
from his best friend and, on instinct,
punching him. Moral of the story? If
someone of the same sex tells you they
love you, don’t punch them, just say
“thank you.”
Director Lorene Machado, who also
directed Cho’s first film, uses brash
camera cuts and angles that complement
the energy of her performance. He even

CHO TAUSSIG PRODUCTIONS

Bad kitty: Margaret Cho’s new
stand-up film (poster picture above)
encompasses the vulgar comic’s
outlandish observations successfully,
leaves in unflattering angles and body
shots, showing us all that nothing of Cho
is altered here. Notorious C.H.O., which
hits video stores on Nov. 19, begins and
ends with commentary from the
audience, Cho herself, and her parents,
all commenting on our notorious
entertainer. Mommy, of course, is so
proud she thanks people for coming to
the show—in the woman’s restroom. Of
course, we don’t blame her. Cho’s
comedy is multi-dimensional. It’s
disrespectful without ever appearing that
way. She’s outlandish, while still
stressing universal messages of
tolerance, understanding, and love.
You’re preaching to the choir here, Cho.
GRADE: A

The 1998
murder of
Matthew
Shepard
(pictured
right) is told
through the
eyes of the
townspeople
of Laramine,
Wyo., in
URI’s heart
warming and
mind
opening
production
of the
Tectonic
Theater
Project’s The
Laramie
Project.
GOOGLE

however, that Matthew Shepard
wasn’t “one of ours”? Zubaida
Ula discusses a candlelight vigil
she attended where people give
the impression that Laramie is
a place where this sort of hate
doesn’t happen. “We need to
own this crime...We are like
this. We ARE like this.”
Reminding the crowd that hate
is not isolated to individuals.
When first reviewed the New
York Times said, “This play is
Our Town with a question mark,
as in ‘Could this be our town?”’
Our Town is a play about what
appears to be a snapshot in time
of a community. Later, on
further inspection, it is seen that

the values and struggles in Our
Town are seen at any time in any
place. The New York Times was
right to link The Laramie
Project to it. It’s a snapshot of
one time and one place, with
universal values and conflicts
can be compared to any time,
any where. As painful as it is
enlightening The Laramie
Project teaches us lessons about
life and death, love and hate.
The performers at URI have put
their hearts into a story about a
town, a man, and a wish that this
sort of crime never occurs
again. Four years later, his story
still resonates with viewers.
GRADE: A
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Attractive
Unattractive

continued from page 13

continued from page 13

Roger Avary directs Van Der Beek and Eric Stoltz.

from the performers who give their characters true
weight, instead of writing them off.
Lauren, Lara’s (Jessica Biel) virgin roommate,
isn’t the stereotypical innocent—she strives to
become as immoral and disaffected as her friends. As
the film progresses, she goes from having a crush on
the vile drama student, Victor (Kip Pardue), to
resisting sex by looking at a medical book of VD
pictures to smoking cigarettes, to smoking
marijuana, to having a liaison with her professor (a
hilariously despicable Eric Stoltz), to snorting
cocaine, to finally losing her virginity—her “End of
the World.” She, in trying to become amoral and
after witnessing a suicide, becomes emotionally
deflowered. Sossamon plays Lauren with a
confidence that deceives the audience into thinking
that Lauren, out of all the film’s characters, is the
most stable, but when considering the character’s
arc, she is the film’s weakest person.
Paul may be the film’s most interesting
character—a recently-out young man who wants to
try his new orientation out on anyone, but is also
lovelorn and misled. In the movie’s best scene—Paul
tells Sean that he “wants to know” him, and Sean
replies that no one can truly know anyone else.
Therein lies Paul’s conflict—he doesn’t even know
himself. One moment he’s dancing to George
Michael’s “Faith” in his underwear with spoiled
socialite Dick Jared (Russell Sams, perfectly
fidgety), to longing for the unattainable.
While, on the surface somewhat pretentious,
Roger Avary’s adaptation of The Rules ofAttraction
is a thickly layered, darkly comedic psychological
character study of deeply confused, conflicted, and
generally unlikable, but magnetic personalities.
GRADE: A-

LIONS GATE FILMS

Kip Pardue plays Victor, just another drug-using
sex addict making up the cast in Attraction.

His tactics and objection in the movie were question
able, adding to the feeling of the picture. However,
his heartache for Lauren was unmotivated and a
break from character. Shannyn Sossamon could
have done more with Lauren herself, letting the
audience in on the internal struggle she was going
through to find her place in this world. Her face
always carried emotion, however, even if the
audience never fully understood what was going on
in her head. Biel is ultimately forgettable as Lara,
acting like a heightened parody of Britney Spears.
Ian Somerhalder as Paul, however, was the standout
of the picture, taking a dimension upon himself that
is both confusing and appealing. He really keeps the
audience with him, as probably the most grounded
character in the picture.
But no matter how compelling these perfor
mances are, they fail to do much in a picture with no
direction. Little happens that has any weight, even
when it involves life and death. Once scene involv
ing a suicide leaves the audience cold, as Avary
focuses solely that the act resembles an orgasm
rather than an act of pain. Avary uses the nihilistic
baseline of the picture as a scapegoat to dig to a
deeper meaning. The film is pretentious and
ridiculous, and an overall waste of time. Read the
book.
GRADE: C-

STP hit DDC
by John McHugh ’03
Commentary Staff

I have no idea how it happened, but somewhere
along the line Mick Jagger and Jim Morrison had an
illegitimate son together and in order to avoid public
scandal, they panned the kid off on mutual friend, David
Bowie. Bowie then taught
CONCERT this boy everything he
REVEIW knows about make-up,
androgyny, and being one
of the best front men in modern rock and roll.
The boy’s name is Scott Weiland and last Saturday,
at the Dunkin Donuts Center, he and his band (the Stone
Temple Pilots) played one of the best rock shows I have
ever seen.
The two hour set was high energy from the get go,
focusing more on the aggressive guitar-heavy rock of
albums like Core and No. 4, then the ill-advised pop
nuance of Tiny Music or Weiland’s solo effort, 12 Bar
Blues. Old favorites dominated the set list, which began
with “Crackerman” and ended with an unforgettable
extended version of “Sex Type Thing.”
Dean DeLeo’s guitar work was impressive
(especially in the mid-show acoustic set which included
a beautiful cover of Led Zeppelin’s “Dancing Days”)
but Weiland was truly the star of the show. He
embodied the phrase “rock star.” Clad in nothing but
black leather pants and a pink scarf, Weiland pranced
around the stage like an angry post-modern Puck,
spouting rock-and-roll cliches to pump up the audience.
He even stopped the show after two songs to urge seated
audience members to get up and head down to the floor.
As amazing as the concert was, however, it gave
me a weird feeling of depression. This was the first
time I had actually seen a live band that I grew up
listening to but is now on the down swing of its
popularity. It made me feel old. This was not helped
by the fact that my friends and I were among the
youngest in an audience full of people seeing a band
that seemed afraid to risk diving into any relatively
new material (they did not even play either of their last
two big singles, “Sour Girl” and “Days of the Week”).
But despite how ominous a sign that this may be, STP
still knows how to put on a kick ass live show and if
Weiland can keep himself alive and off the H, the
American masses will always embrace his good, oldfashioned rock band.
GRADE: A
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Three Hour Tour
A
by

Kaitlin Fluet ’03
Portfolio Staff

Drive Friendly. It’s the New Hamp
shire Way! Right. I saw four of these
signs on my way home for Columbus
Day weekend. I had plenty of time to
, reflect on the true
ESSAY | intention of these
cheerful little mes
sages as I sat in my car for three-and-ahalf hours on Friday afternoon. The con
ditions were perfect for a painfully pro
longed drive that included two extra
hours of quality bonding time with my
brake pedal: 495 North going past Bos
ton during rush hour in drizzle on a holi
day weekend. Undertaking a journey of
this magnitude was perhaps not the
brightest of moves, but it was necessary
in order to get home for dinnertime. If
you could ever taste my mom’s lasagna,
you’d know.
As far as the driving goes, I always
thought Rhode Island drivers were bad.
Here, it’s not even a question of if they
know the laws but choose to break them
anyway; they really don’t know the rules
of the road at all. They don’t even pre
tend to know. I’ve discovered this simple
truth and I’ve only been driving around
in Providence for a year or so. Sure, take
a left on a red light. Why pay any atten
tion to those pesky lines in the road or
one-way signs anyway? It’s not as if they

were meant for a purpose. How many
times have I been almost sideswiped by
a driver who refuses to use directionals
but regardless expects me to know his
intentions? From this mini-diatribe, you
can probably figure out how much I love
the initial 95 North portion of my drive
back to The Granite State. It’s when you
enter into Massachusetts that things get
really interesting.
Unlike Rhode Island, where the driv

ers are absolutely clueless, Massachu
setts car jockeys know the rules but take
a particular, sick pleasure in defying
them. They drive a lot faster than their
Rhode Island brethren, but that’s not
what truly infuriates me. I always
thought breakdown lanes were for break
downs. Even those lanes that don’t have
signs permitting travel at specific times
are recklessly used to gain one insignifi
cant car length. Being a full ten feet

Would You Like to see the dessert menu?
took a deep breath, put on her best fake
smile, and pushed open the door to the
dining room.

by Jennifer Skala ’05
Portfolio Staff

“Honey, didn’t it look like our
waitress was just crying?” asked the
stylish woman of her husband.
“I don’t care what she was doing, as
long as she comes back here with our
drinks,” he replied.
“Well, I think she was just crying. I
wonder what happened..
“Good evening. I’m Annie and I’ll be
your server tonight,” the waitress
announced through her tears and forced
smile. “What can I get for you to drink?”
The couple was well dressed and they
looked nice enough. Annie hoped they
wouldn’t notice her tear-stained cheeks
and the nervous sweat beading on her
forehead.
“My wife will have a glass of
chardonnay and I will have a gin and
tonic,” said the man, who didn’t seem to
notice Annie’s smudged eyes and her
stained uniform. But Annie could feel
his wife’s eyes on her, analyzing the
sauce all over her pants and her red,
splotchy face. Oh great, Annie thought
as she walked to the bar, now they won’t
tip me because I look like someone off
the street. She felt her eyes welling up
again glanced at her watch, she wished

it were three hours later so she would be
going home and this miserable night
would be over.

She tried to dry her eyes with a paper
napkin but the tears kept coming.
“Annie, the hostess just gave you another
table,” said one of the waitresses.
“Another table?!” Annie exclaimed,
“I can’t even handle the one I have. I am
a horrible waitress. I’m going to get
fired, I’m sure of it.” Annie wiped her
cheeks off as she peered through the
kitchen door at the couple that had just
been seated.
“The spaghetti will be up in just a
minute, Annie. Don’t worry about it,”
yelled Jimmy from the saute station.
“Thanks, Jimmy,” she replied as she

Annie burst into the kitchen and
almost knocked over a bus boy. “I can’t
believe I just did that!” she cried, “As if
I didn’t mess up enough tonight! He
hates me, I know it!” Annie felt the tears
streaming down her face and knew there
was nothing she could do to stop them.
She didn’t know how she would be able
to go back into the dining room and face
them, especially now that she was
crying. Dan came into the kitchen
holding a full tray of dishes from a table
he had just bussed. “What happened?
What’s wrong?” he asked.
“I messed up big time,” Annie sighed,
“I dropped a plate of spaghetti, right in
the middle of the dining room.”
“Yeah, I can see the sauce all over
your pants,” Dan said, which made
Annie cry even harder. “It’s okay,
everyone makes mistakes. I’ll tell
Jimmy you need an emergency spaghetti
plate.”
“I need a lot more than just a spaghetti
plate,” Annie muttered as she attempted
to settle down.
SPAGHETTI STAIN/Page 22

ahead does not mean you will get home
faster. In fact, thirty miles down the road,
I’m still stuck behind the same car at a
dead stop—the one car that nearly killed
me coming from directly behind just to
duck directly in front of me. This ma
neuver may be pointless, but at least it’s
not malicious.
However, there are times when New
Hampshire drivers take the cake. Those
“friendly” signs I mentioned before can
be quite deceiving. They instill in each
observant a false sense of security. On
vacations such as this past Columbus
Day weekend, a rare breed of N.H. driv
ers emerge from the woods to make their
presence known on the open roads. Not
only do they know the rules and choose
to ignore them, but they break them with
style and attitude. They make their own
rules and pit them against yours. The
game of defensive driving challenges
you to make it off the highway alive. If
you’re polite, you’ll be run down. New
Hampshire is not for the meek or weak
at heart.
The transition from 495 North to 93
North is a tricky little bottleneck that
leaves an entire lane of drivers out in the
cold. The signs urging each carload of
passengers to merge left are of entirely
no help if the people to your left tailgate
each other, forming an impermeable,
Red Rover-esque barrier lineup that you
will not break. When and if you are

ROAD RAGE/Page 23

Tapioca
by

Christopher Parcels ’04
Portfolio Staff

Grandparents’ summer
beach house snack:
A small white bowl of
tapioca pudding.
What is tapioca, anyway? I
always
Confused it with the word
“mediocre”
For reasons unbeknownst to
you and me.
But when my stomach
clawed at my jugular,
That’s all I was ever
offered:
A small white bowl of
tapioca pudding.
And now I’ve found that
it’s all 1 can offer to you.
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HELP WANTED
by Joan Barker’04
Portfolio Editor

Lately I’ve found myself pondering life.. .mine, in particular. I’ve come to the conclusion that it’s been quite some time since I’ve been in a relationship. Enough of
the semester has passed for me to figure out my schedule as far as academic work, sporadic boughts of exercise, and afternoon naps, and I feel that, at times, I lead
somewhat of an unproductive life. Call it chronic procrastination, call it what you will (or call it laziness, as my parents do), the situation still needs to be remedied.
Some have suggested I get a job, but in keeping with the previous statement, we all know I would not be a good candidate for employment. That is why I’ve decided to
fill the void in my life with some good ole love. That’s right, I’m the one that’s hiring, and you, boys, can do the rest. So without further ado, here is that application I
have drawn up for my potential male partner.

Clip ’n Save
I
JOAN BARKER®
JOB APPLICATION
POSTION(S) AVAILABLE: BOYFRIEND
NAME: _________________________________________________________________
(last)
(first)
(middle)
(P.S. if your name ends in a roman numeral then you need not apply).
PHONE:
AGE:
OCCUPATION:
HOROSCOPE SIGN:
CAR (minus points if mom or dad bought it):
HAIR TYPE: (circle one)
scrubby!
Parted down the middle
bowl cut
MULLET!

crew cut

other (please specify)

bald

MAJOR/MINOR (bonus points for education majors):
Which COLLEGE/UNIVERSITY/2-YR TECH SCHOOL/ OR HIGH SCHOOL are
you currently enrolled in?
In public, how much affection are you comfortable expressing?
a. holding hands
b. kissing
c. both a and b.. .and more

Do you like penguins? (circle one) YES
why? (circle one)
BECAUSE YOU THINK I DO

Cuisine of choice: BURGER KING

d. none of the above

NO
THEY’RE CUTE

OLIVE GARDEN

HOMEMADE

How many relationships have you had in the past?________ _____________________________ __
With girls?

How long was your longest relationship? _______ ____________________________________
Cause of break up?
Do you mind if I contact your previous employer. ..I mean, girlfriend? YES
NO

Do you have any medical conditions that I should be aware of? Asthma, pollen allergies, HERPES, etc.?
Assuming, from among the massive pool of applicants I have to choose from, I select you as a boyfriend, would you
be able to handle meeting my family? YES
NO
And perhaps a senile relative or two at holidays and special occasions? YES
NO
And, finally, in 250 words or less, explain why you feel you are the most qualified applicant to fulfill the
position of above-mentioned BOYFRIEND. Please be creative - though flowers and nice dinners are pre
requisites for a feasible relationship, I need to know why you’d make the best boyfriend ever!
Signing below will verify that you have thoroughly read through this application and answered each question honestly and to the best ofyour
ability. 1 will contact you ifinterest arises. Hours, wages, benefits and 401K options to be discussed at time ofhiring.

Signature
APPLICATIONS CAN BE SENT TO FRIAR BOX 312 OR DROPPED OFF AT 202 DITRAGLIA.
DISCLAIMER: FOR THOSE MALES NOT READY TO COMMIT TO A FULL-TIME RELATIONSHIP, PART TIME HOURS ARE AVAILABLE (i.e.

the above submission doubles as a JRW date application).
Issued 2002©
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The Bathtub Interview
by Aislinn Martin ’05
Portfolio Staff

Scene 3: Mistaking Reality
for the Stage

I’m sitting outside our apartment on
the sidewalk with a bottle of wine and
the chocolate cake. It’s around
10:30 p.m. and people walk past, but
only glance down
SHORT quickly to avoid eye
STORY| contact. I lean my
head back against the
wall, and turn to look at the man sitting
curled up against the wall a little further
down.
I raise my hand in
acknowledgement, then lumber toward
him in a sort of roll-crawl maneuver. I’m
beside him now, but we continue to sit
in silence. I tilt my head back and take
a gulp out of the bottle.
“You want some?” He looked
startled, but eagerly takes the bottle
between his gloved hands.
“You know what my mother said to
me when I decided to leave TISH? She
said, ‘Jackson,’” I wagged my finger
at the man and he froze, looking at me
out of the corner of his eye with the
bottle poised against his lips, ‘“Jackson,
you’ve managed to make every aspect
of your life a dramatic episode. ’ It seems
that you’ve quite mistaken reality for the
stage. But the doctors.. .the doctors said
that the fainting was a result of pent up
anxiety. Vanessa thinks that it’s over for
me. Well, I’ll tell you what’s over.
We’re over!” I tried to shout this up to
the 14th floor. A woman walking past
quickly stepped off the sidewalk and
into the road.
The man sat beside me in what was
perhaps a cognitive silence, nodding his
head slowly up and down. I reached
my fingers into the side of the cake
taking out a good portion. The man
looked at me carefully, and then
followed my example.
“God, this chocolate cake reminds
me of Vanessa. First time I ever saw
her I was a baker.” The chocolate taste
lingered in my mouth. I considered

asking for the bottle of wine back, but
he was cradling it in his arms. My
parents had a fine apartment down the
street. I knew that I could spend the night
there.
But the pavement seemed
appropriate tonight. I lay my head on
the cool hard cement, rivers of thin cracks
ran across the cement sidewalk and a few
ants slipped down in between. I looked
at the man beside me, his head resting
on his shoulder, his chest moving slowly
up and down and I shut my eyes.
A pair of shiny black leather boots,
within four inches of my face, is waiting
for me to open my eyes. “Hey buddy,
you’re going to have to leave. You have
somewhere to go, right? Or am I going
to have to take you down to the station?”
Around 5:30 a.m., I abandon the
distressed cake and the empty wine bottle
and make my way to my parents’
apartment.
The morning sun is
beginning to break through the clouds
with golden orange light as I ducked
down the stairs to the subway.
At 5:32 p.m. I sit in my parents’ kitchen
and the sunlight is streaming through the
windows of the high-rise. They look at
me from across the table, my father with
his hands cupped together rest out in
front of him. My mother has a pained
expression on her face. They agree to
give me enough money for a plane ticket
to L.A. and a place to stay.
“You won’t regret this, and I’ll pay
you back.”
“We have enough money, son.” My
dad looked at me.
“Your father and I know how much
you’d like to be an actor, Jackson. We
want it for you too. But, if L.A. doesn’t
work out, then I think that you might
have to consider finding a different path.”
“Okay, if L.A. doesn’t work out, then
I’ll come home and open a bakery.”
My mother’s head shot up. “Well,
son,” my father began, “maybe start with
something a little less ambitious than
opening a bakery.”
“But L.A.’s going to work out. I
know it is.”

Stay tuned for Scene 4 of The Bathtub
Interview

Bon Appetit Part II: Serving Steak
by Jessica Bonvino ’04
Portfolio Staff

Two weeks ago, I publicly humiliated
myself, as usual, by sharing some of my
unfortunate cooking mishaps. Well, I am
done making fun of
ESSAY| myself. I’m tired of
walking
around
campus, ducking behind corners and
hiding my face behind my hands,
sunglasses, or whatever book I’m
holding. I feel like everyone is pointing,
sneering and squealing at me, saying,
“That’s the girl who is going to set our
campus on fire!” Paranoid, I definitely
am. Maybe no one sneers at me, but after
hearing some of the feedback I’ve
received from my last article, I have a
reason to fear for my life. “Gee, Jess, if
I was your roommate I’d be scared to
see you open a can of soup,” or the everso-popular “Wow, aluminum foil in the
microwave. Who does that?!”
Yes, So I’ve embarrased myself,
needlessly. It’s time to stop the madness
and set the record straight. I am
officially retracting my article from two
weeks ago. I can cook. I have witnesses
as my proof and I’m willing to give out
their names and phone numbers if
anyone does not believe me. But, read
my story first— if you still don’t believe
me, then I’ll take further measures to

clear my name and reputation.
A few weeks ago, my friend
suggested we make steak. Actually, it
was more like. “Jess, if I buy us steak
will you cook it?” Bells and sirens
should have sounded at that moment.
Someone actually wanted me to cook
dinner! No, it wasn’t a death wish or a
suicide attempt to answer your questions.
At first, I looked at him as if he had just
been transformed into a monkey. But, I
agreed, secretly thinking I might buy

some steaks off a nice restaurant and
pass them off as my own. Though,
before I took desperate measures, I
sought advice from family and friends
on how to cook steak. They just sent
me off with their blessing and the
numbers for poison control and a pizza
delivery place.
Steak day came, though, and I was
ready. I had my frying pans, salt and
pepper, and spatula on hand. Also,
located in the corner of the kicthen

were my fire extinguisher, first aid kit, and
emergency numbers. I was thorougly
prepared/ The steaks were defrosted,
thrown on the pans, and cooked. While
they were cooking, my friend was taking
pictures, trying to capture the moment so
to speak. Miracuously, they cooked well,
almost too well, depending on how you
like your steak. But, they were served and
actually were quite satisfying, if I say so
myself.
My friend, fortunately, didn’t die, as
predicted, even though his roommates
were begging me to poison him. At first, I
assured them that my cooking would be
more than enough to stop him dead.
Though, he lived, and my cooking can no
longer be equated with arsenic or any other
instrument of torture.
So, yes, in my first article I shared with
the Providence College campus my errors.
I am trying to save my face and atone for
my errors. I’ve learned from the past and
I might even become a half-decent chef
yet. While I won’t be making truly
gourmet meals for a few more years or
cooking anything inventive except what
comes from a box or a jar, it will do for
now. And, as we all can see, Bedford Hall
still stands. And, I cannot be blamed for
any fire drill that we’ve had yet. Because
I do believe a boy who was burning
chicken caused the last one. But if you
are reading this, knock on wood for me. I
might just be on a lucky streak.
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The Advancement of Technology
BY JOHN MaNGANARO ’03

Portfolio Staff

continued from page 19

The tray was a lot lighter than Annie
anticipated but then she remembered that
there were only three plates on it. She
raised the tray carefully to her shoulder
and found her balance before she headed
out to the dining room. “I’ll be right back
for those two swordfish dinners,” she
called out to Jimmy. She could not
believe she made such a careless
mistake. It would be okay, she reasoned;
the swordfish would be ready in a few
minutes and they would never know
what happened. She took a deep breath
and made her way through the doors.
Annie put on a big smile before resting
the tray on the tray stand right next to
their table. “The swordfish takes a little
bit longer to cook so it will be right out.
I didn’t want these dinners to get cold,”
she lied.
“Oh, that’s no problem,” Mr. Ward
said with a smile. Annie first picked up
the steak tips and delicately placed them
in front of Mr. Ward’s mother. “Ooh,
that looks delicious,” she commented.
Annie smiled, slightly relieved about the
swordfish incident, and turned around to
grab the spaghetti from the tray stand.
But she turned too quickly and lost her
balance, knocking into the tray stand.
She caught herself just in time to see the
horrific sight of the spaghetti plate falling
from the stand. She made a desperate
attempt to save it but only managed to
stick her leg in the cascading mess. She
froze. This is not my life, she thought.
This is out of a bad movie! Annie
quickly scooped up most of the spaghetti
as best she could and ran into the kitchen
without even giving the Wards an
explanation.
After dropping off the bread and
butter, Annie returned to the back of the
restaurant to finish folding napkins. It
seemed like she was only there for a few
minutes before Dan told her the cooks
were calling for her. She hustled to the
kitchen, not wanting their food to get
cold. She was surprised that her order
was up so soon but then again everyone
knew who she was waiting on tonight.
“Here it is, Annie,” Jimmy called io her
from the line. Annie looked over the
plates Jimmy was pointing to. There was
one spaghetti dish, one plate of steak tips,
cooked medium well, and two fish
dishes. Upon closer inspection, Annie
determined that the fish was definitely

not swordfish. She felt her stomach flop
as she pulled out her order pad. They
had ordered swordfish, not this strange
looking fish. “Um Jimmy, what is this
fish?” she asked hesitantly.
“That’s sea bass, one of tonight’s
specials. Mr. Ward usually doesn’t like
to order anything besides swordfish but
I guess he wanted to try something new,”
he reasoned.
“No, he did order swordfish.. .he and
his wife both ordered swordfish.” Annie
felt herself beginning to panic. Jimmy
picked up the computer slip lying next
to the Ward’s dinners. “The slip says
sea bass— you must have punched it into
the computer wrong.”
Her jaw dropped. “What am I going
to do? I’m sorry I messed up! It was a

Hello...
Can you hear me ...?
...hear me now?
.. .how bout now?
No...? ...yeah...?
I just wanted to say hi...
What??... no,no... no one died.
Hi...say hi...wanted to say hi...
Goodbye...?
No ...wait,..
Hello?

smiles reassured her as she introduced
herself. “Well, Annie, I think we’re all
set to order, we do come here a lot as
you may have heard,” Mr. Ward
chuckled. Annie smiled as she
meticulously wrote down their orders.
“My mother would like the steak tips

night she knew she would have and calm
herself down, Annie took a bundle of
clean napkins to the back of the
restaurant and began folding them. It
was only her first summer at The River
Room—why would they give her so
much responsibility so soon? I can do
this, she thought; it will just be like any
other night. She had only folded six
napkins when Dan came over to her.
“Hey, the Wards are here. Are you
ready?”
“I’m ready,” she replied without much
conviction, as she headed towards the
dining room.
As soon as she clocked her time card,
Annie headed up to the hostess stand to
see what section she would be assigned
to. Kathy the hostess said hello and told
her she would be in section seven. “Oh,
I haven’t been there yet,” Annie said.
“Well tonight’s your lucky night,”
said Kathy dryly. “And you’re waiting
on the Wards tonight. They’ll be here
shortly.”
“The Wards? Kathy, I don’t—”
“You’ll be fine, just relax.”

stupid mistake. I’m sorry!” Annie was
trying not to panic but it wasn’t working.
“Calm down!” instructed Jimmy. “IT1
make you two emergency swordfishthey’ll be up in a few minutes. Just bring
out the other dinners and tell them
swordfish will be out shortly.”

Annie was just about to go over to
their table when Josh called over to her
from behind the bar. “Hey, Annie, bring
these drinks to the Wards.”
“But I haven’t even taken their order
yet.”
“That’s okay. They order the same
thing every time. I already made their
drinks.” Annie thanked him and
carefully balanced the four glasses on her
tray. She walked over to the table and
was greeted by four smiling faces. Their

cooked medium well and my father
would like the spaghetti dish. My wife
and I will both have the swordfish; I’m
sure the fish is especially fresh tonight.”
“Great,” said Annie in her most
cheerful voice. “I’ll be right over with
some bread and butter.” She knew the
restaurant would be getting busy soon
since it was almost 6:00 p.m. and she
wanted to get this order in fast so she
walked over to the computer and quickly
punched in their meals. “Steak tipsmedium well, spaghetti dish and two of
the fresh fish specials,” she mumbled to
herself as the computer sent the order to
the kitchen. This is one order I really
can’t mess up, she thought as she rushed
to the back to get some bread and butter.
To take her mind off of the hectic

It was a beautiful summer night- a
perfect night for going out to dinner after
a long day at the beach. Annie adjusted
her tie and wished she was going out to
dinner instead of working. But she
couldn’t really complain; she liked
waitressing. Everyone she worked with
was really nice and so far she hadn’t even
made any major mistakes. As she made
her way up the back steps, Annie tied
her apron and made sure her shirt was
tucked in. She anticipated another busy
summer night and hoped it would be a
fruitful one. She pulled her hair back in
a ponytail as she passed under the sign
that hung above the back door: The River
Room, a fine dining establishment owned
and operated by the Ward Family since
1957.
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From three part-time jobs to the Road Rage
three day weekend
continued from page 19

my head was Sarah McLachlan’s “I Will
Remember You.” Come to think of it,
that might be better than Fat Joe, cause
I don’t know that his music fits onto any
playlist.

by Scott Seseske’04
Contributing Writer

Like most of the campus, save
one of my roommates who wanted our
entire apartment to himself, I went home
this past Columbus Day weekend. Being
, back away from all of
ESSAYj the pressures of PC
made me nostalgically
recall the last time I was home—summer
vacation. So I figured, just for all of you
who were studying for midterms and
longing for your summers back, that I
would tell you about my summer
vacation (if only for the purpose to give
you a good laugh and get your mind off
Chaucer and Thomas Aquinas). Actually,
I don’t even know if you could actually
call it a “vacation.” True, there weren’t
any Civ seminars or two-and-a-half hour
marathons on Friday afternoons, but, I,
like thousands of other college students
across the nation, had to get a summer
job, or in some cases, summer JOBS. I
know some people have had two or three
at a time, although a friend of mine does
hold the record of five (Coincidentally,
she isn’t having any trouble with five
classes this semester). Anyway, I was
right in the middle of the pack at three...
Job #1: Cashier at a grocery store (or
depending on where you’re from, maybe
you know it as a supermarket. Or, if
you’re from a really small town, maybe
there isn’t anything too super about your
market.) My favorite moment from this
job: Waiting patiently for an older
gentleman to count out his payment,
which was close to fifteen dollars, in
ALL COINS. He must have grown-up
before paper currency went into effect.
Not a problem for me, because I was

basically getting paid to stand there and
do nothing. The five, six, seven people
piling up behind him weren’t quite so
understanding, however.

Job #2: Working at a radio
station, on the air as a DJ and helping
out behind the scenes. It was definitely
less hectic than the supermarket and
with considerably less human
interaction. And that less human
interaction part, that was a good thing.
Still, the outside world could make
contact with me, and I asked for it by
giving out the station’s phone number
on the air. Yes, most of the calls were
from nice ladies who wanted to tell me
how lovely I sounded, but there was one
call that really stood out. It was from a
listener who wanted to hear some Fat
Joe, which might have fit in on a hip
hop show on WDOM (9:30-11:30 every
night at 91.3 FM!!!), but didn’t exactly
fit in with my playlist on a station that
played “lite rock.” That’s right, it was
an adult contemporary station, which
meant the song I always had stuck in

Job #3: Coaching Little League
Although I didn’t get paid for it, I did
get a nice tan—a farmer’s tan. It was
definitely a lot of fun, but working with
pre-teenage boys had its moments. Such
as one day at practice when I was hitting
the ground balls to the infielders: One
of our team’s “superstars” thought I was
going too easy on him, so he told me to
“hit it as hard as you can this time.” Well,
he asked for it. His knee did stop hurting
by the time our game came around later
that week... six days later. I also did hit
every single player with a pitch during
batting practice before the season ended.
But, no, Little League was not just about
me injuring little children. In fact, the
most noticeable part of the season was
that the same person was chasing
baseballs all over the outfield and
picking all of them up after every
practice. That person? Well, let’s just say
he looked a bit too tall to play for the
12-year-old All-Star team. Although, if
I moved to New York City and acquired
a fake birth certificate...
Yeah, so that was my summer. One
big party, right? Sure, being home this
summer was fun, being home last
weekend was fun, but I’ve discovered
that the real “vacation” is here at PC.
Not because there is nothing to do—no,
I certainly don’t need more
homework—but because soon enough
we will all be in that real world, with
real jobs that involve more multi-tasking
than any little league coach or grocery
store clerk ever had to worry about.

brave enough to take advantage of a free
inch of space, the hellions behind the
wheels of their super-sized SUV’s will
lay on their horns to scare you back into
the breakdown lane. If they don’t do
that, and you find yourself lucky enough
to have entered that coveted left lane,
they feel free (hence “Live Free or Die”)
to make their displeasure apparent. Fine.
Go ahead. Stick your finger defiantly
into the air. Like it even bothers me any
more. I know that that same finger will
still be aimed in my direction twenty
miles later when I try to exit the high
way.
Furthermore, this road competition
takes place at speeds ranging from two
miles per hour up to 90 miles per hour.
You must constantly adapt to the situa
tion at hand because tactics change as
speed increases. The cars will actually
get closer to your bumper the faster you
go. People apparently don’t know how
to properly get off the highway that far
north, either, because they wait until the
absolute last nanosecond to switch lanes,
decide to pass the exit and then change
their minds twice more before they lay
skids, force a dozen or more other ve
hicles off the road and scream out the
window that it’s everybody else’s fault
they almost missed their stop. All this...
and you thought New Hampshire only
had dirt roads.
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How do you settle your
roommate conflicts?

“Become an RA and get paid
to have no roommates.”
Tiffany Lawrence ’03 Brandi Eisan ’03
Tracy Walsh ’03

“Threaten to play
roommate Survivor.”
Eric Charway ’05

“Blatant Brutality.”
Tony Izzo ’04

“Sexile her.”
Cheri Lepane ’06 Sara Bitetti ’06

“Put a squirrel in her bed.”
Lauren Lenox ’05 Kate Gyory ’05
Beth Singer ’05

“Talk about them behind their back
until they figure it out.”
Maryjo Wilson ’04 Kara Maloney ’04
Kaitlyn Callery ’04

Blossom and Six
“Dance on her with our tap shoes,

then smother her with our gigantic hats.”

Sports
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The PC Scoreboard
Scores • Standings • Statistics • Schedules • Standouts

Standouts

Adam Sutton

Jennifer Chin

Men’s Cross Country
Senior — Preston, England
Sutton led the men’s cross country team
to New England Championship on
Oct. 11 at Franklin Park in Boston, Mass.
Sutton was the top scorer, finishing first
in a time of 23:31.

Peter Fregoe

Field Hockey
Senior — Norwood, Mass.
Chin led the field hockey team to a 3-0
record last week, registering a combined 11
points on five goals and one assist. In each
of the three wins, Chin was credited with
the game-winning goal.

Men’s Hockey
Grad Student — Massena, N.Y.
Fregoe helped lead the men’s hockey
team to a 2-0 mark last week, tallying
seven points on four goals and three
assists. He scored his third career hat
trick on Oct. 11 against Union.

Scores

Schedules

Friday 10/11
Women’s Soccer vs. Pittsburgh
Men’s Hockey vs. Union
Men’s Cross Country @ New England Champ.

W, 2-0
W, 5-2
1st of 46

Saturday 10/12
Men’s Soccer vs. West Virginia
Field Hockey vs. Rutgers
Women’s Hockey vs. Minnesota-Duluth
Men’s Hockey vs. Iona
Volleyball @ West Virginia
Women’s Cross Country @ Penn State Invit.

W, 1-0
W, 3-0
L, 6-4
W, 11-0
L, 3-0
1st of 19

Sunday 10/13
Field Hockey vs. Pacific
Women’s Hockey vs. Minnesota-Duluth
Women’s Soccer @ Virginia Tech
Volleyball @ Pittsburgh

Tuesday 10/15
Men’s Soccer @ Brown

W, 5-2
L, 3-1
L, 3-2
L, 3-0

Friday 10/18
Men’s Hockey vs. Minnesota State-Mankato
Volleyball vs. Boston College
Field Hockey @ Syracuse
Tennis @ New England Championships

7 p.m.
7 p.m.
7 p.m.
9 a.m.

Saturday 10/19
Women’s Ice Hockey vs. Vermont
Men’s Hockey vs. Minnesota State-Mankato
Tennis @ New England Championships
Volleyball @ Sacred Heart

2 p.m.
7 p.m.
9 a.m.
2 p.m.

Sunday 10/20
Tennis @ New England Championships
Men’s Soccer @ Seton Hall
Women’s Soccer @ West Virginia

9 a.m.
1 p.m.
1 p.m.

Wednesday 10/23
Women’s Soccer vs. Connecticut
Field Hockey @ Brown

3 p.m.
4 p.m.

4 p.m.

Standings
Women’s Soccer
Big East Conference Northeast Division

W
Miami
Connecticut
Boston College
St. John’s
Virginia Tech

4
4
4
2
1

Providence

1

Syracuse

0

Big East
Overall
L T Pts. W L T
1 1
00
2 0
3 0
2 0
4 0
4 1

13
12
9
6
3

9
5
112
9
6
6
4
4
8

1
1
1
3
1

3

7
2

5

2

9

2

1

Men’s Soccer
Big East Conference
Big East
Overall
W L T Pts. W L T
St.John’s
5 1
0 15 9 1 2
Connecticut
5
10 15 10 2 0
Boston College 4 2
0 12 7 3 0
Seton Hall
4 3
0 12 7 4 2
Notre Dame
3 2
1
10 6 3 3
Rutgers
3 3
1 10 4 4 3
Georgetown
3 3
0
9
5 7 0
Syracuse
3 3
0
9
7 5
1
Providence
3 4
0
9
4 8
0
Pittsburgh
2 3
1
7
7 4 1
Virginia Tech
2 3
0
6
7 5 1
Villanova
1 5
0
3
3 10 0
West Virginia
0 5
1
1
3 8 2

Field Hockey
Big East Conference

W
Connecticut
2
Boston College 2
Villanova
2
Providence
1
Syracuse
1
Rutgers
0

Big East
L T Pct.
0
1
1

0
0
0

1.000
.667
.667

1

0

.500

2
3

0
0

.333
.000

W

Overall
L T Pct.

8 6
11 3
7 8

8 8
8 6
2 11

0
0
0

.571
.786
.467

0
0
0

.571
.154

.500
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Big East: Key Syracuse game Friday
continued from back page
the field hockey squad.
In Wednesday’s game against UMass,
the Friars scored all three of their goals
in the first half of the game, creating an
early lead and helping to assure their win.
The game was dominated by seniors
Chin, Brooks, Lukens, and Courtney
Dow, who produced three goals and
three assists amongst them.
Providence’s next game against
Rutgers was a key Big East Conference
game for the Friars, who were still
searching for their first conference win
of the season. The Friars came out of
the first half with a one-goal lead, scored
by Chin and assisted by Brooks. But in
the second half Providence put the game
away, scoring two more goals— one by
sophomore Amy Phillips, who scored a
goal early on in the second half, and then
a deal-sealer by senior captain Katie
Kelly with 11 minutes left in the game.
In their last game of the week on
Sunday against Pacific, Chin again led
the Friars, this time with a hat trick in a
5-2 victory. Although PC dominated
against Pacific, the game was scoreless
until the last six minutes of the first half,
when junior Amie Hutton scored an
unassisted goal.
It was in the second half that Chin
scored three goals, helping to boost the

Friars’ lead. In the end, it was sophomore
defenseman Sarah Dagrosa who secured
the win for Providence in the last second
of the game, scoring her first collegiate
goal.
While the team had a great week, they
cannot lose focus on the week ahead.
This Friday they face Syracuse, one of
the top-ranked teams in the Big East and
one of their toughest opponents of the
season.
“The practices are very intense so we
can get ready for the game [against
Syracuse]. We are trying to concentrate
on the conference games and forget
about our past losses because these are
the big games that count,” said Brooks.
Madl was also happy about this past
week and thought the wins really helped
the team’s confidence. Their win against
Rutgers was an important one because
it advanced the team’s Big East record
to 1-1, with most of their conference
games still to come.
As the Big East season approaches its
conclusion, Madl wants to “take things
one game at a time, work on corrections,
and improve more and more each game
Cowl file photo
as the season moves ahead. ’
Senior
Jennifer
Chin
scored
five
goals
and
tallied
one
assist
last
week.
The future for the Friars looks
She was named Big East Offensive Player of the Week.
optimistic, especially after their past
Big East opponents, Connecticut and
week. The three wins helped to increase Syracuse for this week.
team confidence, and upcoming
The Friars come back home for the Villanova, in what will most likely be
practices are all geared towards the last two weeks of the season before the crucial games for Providence’s
conference games, beginning with Big East tournament, facing two more postseason chances.

CLASSIFIEDS
HELP WANTED

Marketing Agency seeks High
Energy Individuals for
Marketing & Promoting in
Rhode Islands Hottest Night
Clubs. Must Have Own
Vehicle.
$15 Dollars an Hour.
Flexible Hours.
Call: 1-888-477-6668
www.HausPromotions.com

Sports Teams ~ Clubs ~
Student Groups
Earn $1,000-52,000 this
semester with a proven
CampusFundraiser 3 hour
fundraising event.
Our programs make
fundraising easy with no risks.
Fundraising dates are filling
quickly, so get with the
programs! It works.
Contact Campusfundraiser.com
at (888) 923-3238, or visit
www.campusfundraiser.com

Unfurnished Apartments
2-6 bedrooms Dishwasher,
laundry facilities, alarm
system, parking. Students
welcome Pembroke, Eaton,
and Oakland Streets A
must-see!
Please call Jim at 247-2129
Want to be seen by over
4,000 people each week?
This space could be yours!
Contact The Cowl at
401-865-2214 about
advertising
in the classified section!

SPRING BREAK INSANITY!
WWW.INTER-CAMPUS.COM
OR CALL 1-800-327-6013
GUARANTEED LOWEST
PRICES! WE HAVE
ABSOLUTELY THE
HOTTEST DESTINATIONS
AND PARTIES - CANCUN,
JAMAICA, FLORIDA,
TEXAS, AND BAHAMAS
UNIVERSITY BARTENDING CRUISE PARTY!! FIFTEEN
CLASSES START SOON
YEARS EXPERIENCE! GO
STUDENT DISCOUNTS
WITH THE BEST! CAMPUS
1-800-U-CAN-MIX
REPS WANTED - EARN
XWXUNVERHIYB^RIINDNXCM FREE TRIPS!
SPACE IS LIMITED CALL
FOR INFORMATION!!!

www.thecowl.com

SPRING BREAK

SPRING BREAK

Leisure Tours International
***ACT NOW!
Guarantee the best spring break
prices!
South Padre, Cancun, Jamaica,
Bahamas, Acapulco, Florida &
Mardigras. TRAVEL FREE,
Reps Needed, Eam$$$
Group Discounts for 6+.
1 888 THINK SUN (1-888844-6578 dept. 26262)
www.springbreakdiscounts.com

USA Spring Break Presents
Spring Break 2003
Campus Reps Wanted
Earn 2 free trips for 15 people
Cancun, Bahamas, Mazatlan
Jamaica, Acapulco, South Padre
and Florida
Call Toll Free 1-877-460-6077
www.usaspringbreak.com

Attention Spring Breakers It’s
Free in 2003 2 Free Trips/ Free
Parties w/MTVHottest
Destinations @ Lowest Prices
Featured on MTV, Jerry
SpringerMSNBC & Travel
ChannelMost Reliable
Company
www.sunsplashtours.com
1-800-426-7710
Endless Summer Tours
#1 Spring Break Vacations!
Cancun, Jamaica, Acapulco,
Bahamas Mazatlan, Florida,
Spadre. 110% Best Prices!
Book Now & get Free Parties &
Meals .'Group Discounts. Now
HiringCampus
Reps! 1-800-234-7007
endlesssummertours.com

SPRING BREAK ’03! Air.
Hotel, FREE FOOD, FREE
DRINKS, 150% Lowest Price
Guarantee! REPS WANTED!
Organize 15 friends, earn 2
FREE TRIPS, VIP treatment!
Call 1-800-293-1445 ore-mail
sales@studentcity.com today!
Wanted! Spring Breakers! Sun
Coast Vacations wants to send
you on Spring Break 2003 to
Cancun, Acapulco, Mazatlan,
Jamaica or the Bahamas for
FREE! Call 1-800-795-4786 or
email
sales@suncoastvacations.com!
#1 Spring Break Look no
further! !2 Free Trips/ Free
Parties w/MTV Free Meals/
DrinksHottest Destinations @
Lowest Prices Caribbean,
Mexico, Florida, Padre Most
Reliable Company
www.sunsplashtours.com
1-800-426-7710
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Next three games decide Friars’ fate
Providence stays in three-way tie for seventh
place in conference with shutout over WVU
by

Lauren DeMauro ’05
Sports Staff

It’s crunch time for the Providence
College Men’s Soccer Team.
With just three Big East games left
in the 2002 season, the team is locked in
a three-way tie for seventh place in the
Big East Conference, and must finish
strong in order to
MENS
remain in contention to
SOCCER
qualify for the Big East
Tournament
this
November.
According to PC head coach Chaka
Daley, “We’re right in the mix of things,
which is good for us, because we
definitely have a lot to play for.”
After a winless season in the Big East
Conference last year, Providence has
once again begun to make a name for
itself in the league. The team currently
holds a 3-4 record in conference games
this season, with three of those losses
coming at the hands of some of the top
teams in the nation—the University of
Notre Dame, Rutgers, and the University
of Connecticut, respectively. Providence
continues to improve with every game,
shown by an impressive stretch in which
the team has won three of its last four
Big East games, with its only loss
coming at the hands of the No. 7
nationally-ranked UConn Huskies.
Tuesday, the visiting Friars suffered
a non-league loss to Brown University,
2-0. The Bears struck first, with senior
Eduardo Romaneiro sending a shot past
PC goalie Jeff Newman. Romaneiro
scored again with just over two minutes
remaining in the game, putting the game
out of reach for the Friars. Despite
outshooting the Bears 16-12, Providence

was held scoreless by the Brown
defense, with keeper Chris Gomez
earning the shutout.
“[Brown] pressured us early in the
game, especially in the first 10 minutes.
It took us a little while to adjust, but by
then it was too late,” explained senior
midfielder and team captain Jonathan
Alva-Cavero. “We had some chances,
but we just couldn’t finish,” he said.
While the loss left PC under the .500
mark with a 4-9 record overall, the more
important story is Providence’s run in the
Big East.
On Saturday, PC gained its third
victory in Big East play, defeating the
University of West Virginia, 1-0, and
improving its record to 3-4 in the
division. The victory gave Providence
its second victory on its home turf of
Glay Field, while also marking the first
time that the Friars have defeated the
Mountaineers since the 2000 season.
Providence struck early into the
contest with freshman forward Eoin
Lynch receiving a pass from freshman
midfielder Anthony Petrarca and sending
a shot past West Virginia goalkeeper
Taylor Keadle. This goal, scored in the
sixth minute of the game, marked
Lynch’s fifth tally of the season. PC kept
possession well throughout the game and
was able to create scoring opportunities
for itself, out shooting the Mountaineers
11-5. Despite poor field conditions in
the second half, the Friars put forth a
strong effort with sophomore goalkeeper
Jeff Newman earning his third shutout
of the season.
Last Wednesday, the Friars traveled
to Storrs, Conn., to take on UConn, a
team that with a 9-2 overall record is
picked by the 13 Big East coaches to take

JOHN ENGLISHMEN '03/The Cowl

Freshman Zach Tobin drives upfield against the Mountaineers
of West Virginia Saturday.
first place in the conference. Though the eight teams are given the opportunity to
Friars lost the contest 2-1, they continued compete in the Big East tournament.
to show their toughness and gave the Should Providence qualify, it would
seventh-ranked Huskies a run for their mark the first time the team has taken a
money.
trip to the tournament since 1998.
UConn got on the scoreboard early,
But in order to qualify for the
capitalizing on a penalty kick that came tournament, the Friars must finish the
as a result of a PC handball in the goalie season strongly. Providence has just
box. Providence evened the score in the three Big East Conference games to go,
40th minute with senior forward Todd against Seton Hall, Villanova, and
Stigliano sending a shot past opposing Pittsburgh, and the Friars have quite a
goalie Adam Schuerman. The Huskies challenge in front of them. Seton Hall
scored once more in the game, towards is a competitive team that holds a 4-3
the end of the first half, with Andres Rota record in Big East play, just slightly
sending in a shot off the goalpost past above that of PC’s. Pittsburgh, though
Newman. Both teams played the second 2-3 in league competition should also
half closely and evenly, but as time ran prove to be a test for the Friars, while
out, PC was on the short end of the Villanova has only one victory against
league teams.
scoreboard.
While all three games are important,
“The game was not about us having
to stay with [UConn], They had to stay the Friars know that they must be careful
with us. It was a very even game. We not to look to far ahead of themselves
had chances, and they had chances. and lose sight of the task at hand.
“Right now we’re concentrating on
That’s a great sign for us. We more than
held our own in the game, and when we Sunday’s away game against Seton
walked off the field, they respected us,” Hall,” said senior midfielder Mauricio
Solano, who’s strong play in the past few
said Daley.
Losing so closely to such a highly- games has been a major factor in
ranked team is certainly no small feat, Providence’s success. “It will be a real
and is a reflection of how far the Friars battle; they need the win, and we need
have come this season. Improvement the win. Whoever comes prepared will
and hard work have been key elements take the game. We are very focused and
in the Friars thus far this season.
prepared right now, so hopefully we’ll
“I see improvement all around. come out with a win,” he said.
Everyone knows his role on the team.
With its improved play, the team has
We have a goal now, and our confidence become more confident and is excited
is up, and we are working hard to achieve for the upcoming games in which they
our goal,” Alva-Cavero said.
have a chance to achieve what may have
While some might think that the seemed like a far-fetched goal earlier this
2002 soccer season is winding down, it season. In the words of Daley, “The next
might just beginning for the Friars. three games are certainly within our
Currently, the team is in a three-way tie grasp.” Providence is a young team with
for seventh place with Georgetown and a lot to prove, so don’t count the Friars
Syracuse in a league in which the top out just yet.

Calling all potential
mascots!
The athletic department is
looking for talented individuals to represent

our school at various athletic events. Call

Jennie at x2733 for more
information.
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Bulldogs: Bugden shines in debut
continued from back page

lead, reeling off five
unanswered goals while the
Friars struggled to find their
ground. Although Providence
out-shot UMD 12-7 in the first
period, the Friars simply could
not make the
Saturday most of their
UMD
6 scoring oppor
FRIARS 4 tunities.
“I thought
we were play
Sunday ing really well,
UMD
3 but Duluth just
FRIARS 1 seemed to cap
italize on all
their chances,” saidDeraney. “I
don’t think the score was
indicative of our play and our
territorial advantage.”
After UMD scored its fifth
goal, Deraney pulled his starting
goalie, junior Amy Quinlan, and
put in freshman Jana Bugden.
Bugden’s collegiate debut
seemed to spark the Friars, who
needed the change of pace to get
their offense going.
“The time-out was a good
time to reflect on what
happened,” said senior assistant
captain Melanie Ruzzi. “I don’t
think it was the change of
goalie; it was a change of
attitude for the team. I think that
no matter what goalie we put in,
we’re going to be successful.”
While Bugden was making
stellar saves between the posts,
the Friar offense finally got on
the board on goals by
sophomore Christina Redmond,

junior Darlene Stephenson, and
senior assistant captain Danielle
Culgin. Providence’s comeback
came up short, however, as
UMD added an insurance goal
later in the final period.
“It was just too big a hole for
us to dig ourselves out of,” said
Deraney.
After being given the
opportunity to get her feet wet
on Saturday, Bugden started
Sunday’s game in goal and
turned in another strong
performance.
“I was a little nervous, but I
was excited,” said Bugden, who
was named Hockey East
Defensive Player of the Week.
“I just tried to play the puck to
our team so we could get on
offense.”
Unfortunately, after scoring
the opening goal on a shot by
junior Kelli Halcisak early in
the first period, the Friar offense
tapered off. The Bulldogs went
unchallenged for the remainder
of the game, knocking in three
straight goals and containing the
Friars through their rough style
of play.
Despite the two losses, the
Friars were upbeat about their
effort against the nation’s topranked team.
“I don’t think anyone was
hanging their head,” said Ruzzi.
“No matter what they [the
Bulldogs] were dishing out, we
battled back. I think our strength
is our heart, our desire to go out
there and win, and that’s just
going to get stronger.”
Bugden also learned an

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03/The Cowl

Senior Danielle Culgin (22) wins a faceoff during Saturday’s 6-4 loss to UMD.

important lesson about
collegiate hockey. “You can’t let
anything down. Everybody
always has to be on top of
everything all the time because
in a split second, the game can
change quickly,” she said.
The Friars are hoping to

rebound this weekend against
Vermont. Saturday’s game will
be the team’s Alumni Day,
where former Friars such as
Sara DeCosta ’00, a 1998 and
2002 Olympian, and Cindy
Curley ’85, the first captain of
the women’s U.S. National

Team, will be on hand. The
team will also be raising its
2002 ECAC Championship
banner and receive its
championship rings. The
festivities start at 1:45 p.m. and
the puck is scheduled to drop at
2 p.m.
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Weekend split keeps PC
women on the ropes

PETE JOHNSON ’03/The Cowl

Sophomore Brianna Bruni (8) pressures a Pittsburgh forward during last
Friday’s 2-0 victory over the Panthers.

JOHN ENGLISHMEN ’03fThe Cowl

Senior Jon DiSalvatore became the 47th player in Providence College Men’s
Hockey history to score 100 points in his career on Saturday against Iona.
O’Malley.
The Friars beat Pittsburgh, 2-0,
scoring both goals quickly in the first
half. The first goal was scored six
minutes in the game after sophomore
Shannon McMarrow put in the rebound
of her own shot. The second goal came
on a low cross from Robertson to
O’Malley in the 24th minute.
by Ryan Durkay ’05
For the rest of the game the Friars
Sports Staff
continued to play strong, outshooting
and outperforming the Panthers in every
The women’s soccer team went into aspect of the game. In the end, the Friars
this weekend looking for wins. Before chalked up its second Big East victory
last Friday’s match, the Friars had a 1-3 of the year and goalkeeper Caroline
record in the Big East, and needed to win Haines earned her second Big East continued from back page
two of the next four games in the shutout and her fourth shutout on the
If that is a foreshadowing of
conference if they wanted to stay eligible year.
classmates were not to be outdone as
things
to come, then he’s going
for the postseason.
In the second game of the weekend
Providence did exactly the Friars lost in the heartbreaker at three Friar freshmen each scored their
to
have
a tremendous season.
WOMEN’S
that by splitting the Blacksburg, Va., against Virginia Tech. first collegiate goal against Iona. Jason
SOCCER
weekend’s games, The Hokies stormed out to a 2-0 lead at Bloomingburg and Nate Meyers each
Head Coach Pau! Pooley on
beating Pittsburgh for halftime, and while the Friars were able netted one goal and one assist while
Peter Fregoe’s four-goal effort
Torry Gajda scored twice.
this weekend
the first time ever, 2-0, before falling to to cut the game to a one-goal deficit after
With the score well out of reach for
Virginia Tech in a heartbreaker, 4-3.
Lauren Ritchie scored off of a pass from Iona in the third period, there was still
Leading the Friars over the weekend Robertson, the Hokies scored what
some business that had to be taken care
was freshman forward Kerry O’Malley. proved to be the game winner minutes
of. Going into the game, senior co way for the Friars if they can add some
O’Malley had a goal in each game, later. O’Malley tallied her second goal
captain Jon DiSalvatore needed just scoring depth.
bringing her total to four goals on the of the weekend minutes later, but the
three points to become the 47th player
Against Union College, the Friars
season. She received recognition for her Friars ran out of time to. draw the game
in Friar history to record 100 points in a overcame a sluggish start to score four
great play by being named Big East even once more.
career.
goals in the last six and one half minutes
Rookie of the Week honors for the
The Friars now hold a 1-4 Big East
By the third period, Di Salvatore stood of the second period, highlighted by a
second week in a row. Also helping the record; even though they beat Pittsburgh,
one point shy of the century mark until hat trick by Fregoe, the third of the grad
Friars to a victory was sophomore a Big East opponent, it does not count in
the 15:49 mark, when he scored his first student’s career and his first since
midfielder Maura Robertson, who had the Northeast Division because the
goal of the season. DiSalvatore joined February 2001 against Boston
two assists, which adds to her team lead Panthers are a Mid-Atlantic foe.
linemates Peter Fregoe and senior Devin University.
in points. The star of the weekend was Therefore the Friars’ remaining games Rask in the 100-point club, both of
All told, Fregoe enjoyed a breakout
O’Malley though; she was around the are critical. With four games remaining, whom achieved the milestone last
weekend, recording four goals and three
ball the whole time trying to create Providence must focus on an Oct. 23 season.
assists. He was honored for his
chances, continuing a breakout freshman matchup against Connecticut to advance
“I didn’t want it to be anything that performance by being named Hockey
season.
to the postseason. Connecticut is would hang over my head, but once
“I was really excited the first time I undefeated in Big East play this season. [your team] scores eight or nine goals East Player of the Week.
“These last three years, it looks like
got the honor, and then the second time
“All the girls are optimistic, we think [in a game], you just want to get the last
that
I’ve been going through the motions,
it was more of a surprise and a shock,” that we can do well but we have to take
one to get 100,” said DiSalvatore.
being average,” said Fregoe. “This is my
said O’Malley. “I was nervous switching one game at a time,” said O’Malley.
Zingoni notched the first hat trick of last year and I want to give it all I had.”
from high school to the Big East, but I
The Friars’ next game is on Sunday,
his career against Iona, a big feat
Not only was Pooley pleasantly
was excited too. The team has made it Oct. 20 at West Virginia, another Mid
considering he had seven goals total last surprised with Fregoe’s three-goal effort,
really easy for me, and the rest of the Atlantic opponent. The Friars final
season. His play, along with his but also in the manner he did so. “I was
girls, we have really great team unity. Northeast game against Connecticut on
linemates’, sophomore Chris Chaput and very proud of his effort and that’s a good
Everyone supports everyone,” said Wednesday, Oct. 23, at Glay Field.
junior Cody Loughlean, will go a long omen for us because we haven’t seen that
from him before,’ Pooley said. “If that
is a foreshadowing of things to come,
then he’s going to have a tremendous
season.”
With the victories, the Friars (2-0)
received national recognition this week,
jumping to No. 13 in the nation in the
Location:
Hours:
latest USA Today/American Hockey
Magazine Men’s Hockey Poll, and No.
15 in the USCHO.com poll.
Next up for the Friars will be a pair
of games against Minnesota State,
Mankato this weekend at Schneider
Arena. Both Friday and Saturday’s game
Drop in or call #2095 to make an appointment!
are 7 p.m. face-offs, and will be the first
Our trained tutors can help at any stage of the writing process—
ever meetings between the Friars and
from brainstorming to final revisions.
Mavericks.

Freshman O’Malley
named top conference
rookie for second
consecutive week

Hockey: Fregoe’s

weekend earns
Hockey East honors

The Writing Center

Office of Academic Services
Lower Library, Room 104

Monday-Thursday
1:30-3:30 p.m. & 7:00-9:00 p.m.
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Sweet, sweet success
PC women win Penn State Invitational;
Sutton leads way to men’s 22nd New
England Championship
by

Paul Whitty ’03
Sports Staff

If the cross country season were a
race, then the NCAA Championships
would be considered the finish line. In
order to guarantee its chance of crossing
that finish line, the Providence College
Women’s Cross Country team decided
to deviate from its planned schedule in
order to compete in the Penn State
National Meet at University Park, Penn.
After being
slightly disappointed
CROSS in the level of
COUNTRY competition at the
Friars’ last meet, the
Roy Griak Invit
ational, Head Coach Ray Treacy made
the scheduling change so that the
women’s team could face some tougher
competition. Since PC ended up
winning the Penn State meet, the team
will also move up in consideration as an
at-large team, which almost assures that
the Friars will earn an NCAA bid, even
if they do not automatically qualify at
Northeast Regionals.
The women’s team showed why they
are ranked seventh in the country by
winning handily at Penn State, despite
the increased competition. A little closer
to home, the men’s team followed suit
by winning the New England
Championships for the 22nd time in
school history on Friday, Oct. 11.

At Penn State, sophomore Mary
Cullen led the way for the women’s
team, finishing in third place in a time
of 21 minutes for the 6,000 meter course.
Also in the top 10 was senior Roisin
McGettigan, who came in eighth place
(21:26). The third, fourth, and fifth
scorers for the Friars finished close
together with senior Emer O’Shea in
12th (21:48), graduate student Heather
Cappello in 13th (21:50), and sophomore
Deirdre Byrne in 15th (21:58). Senior
Emily Tallen came in 24th place (22:15),
and junior Lisa Cappello finished in 37th
(22:35).
Providence won the meet with 51
points in front of 19th-ranked Villanova,
which finished second with 74 points.
The Friars also beat 21 st-ranked Penn
State and 24th-ranked William & Mary.
“We accomplished everything we
were hoping for,” said Treacy, “We
needed a win and we got the win over
some very good teams. Everybody
stepped up to perform, and it was an
improvement from our performance in
Minnesota. [The meet] will give the girls
a lot of confidence for the meets ahead.”
At the New England Championships,
the men’s team won the meet with 36
points followed most closely by Brown
University with 70 points. Senior Adam
Sutton ran away from the field with a
time of 23:31 for the 8,000 meter course,
the second-place runner was 28 seconds
behind him. Senior Tyler McCabe and
sophomore Patrick Moulton crossed the

line next with times of 24:04 and 24:10
respectively, as PC took three of the first
four spots in the race.
“Adam had a brilliant run,” said
Treacy. “His times are fairly close to
what Keith Kelly (’01) was running on
that course the year he won NCAA’s.
Adam ran comfortably and in control and
has a lot more in him...I was very
pleased with Tyler and Pat Moulton, who
both ran fantastic times for that
course...Overall it was a very positive
weekend for both teams.”
Also scoring in the meet were
sophomore Pat Guidera, who finished
11th (24:40), and sophomore Dylan
Wykes (24:48), who came in 17th.
Senior Tim Curran crossed the line in
19th (24:50) and freshman Joe Dionne
was not far behind in 25th (24:55).
“The team ran well, and this was
probably my best race of the season timewise,” said Moulton, “But hopefully our
best times are still to come.”
Continued improvement will be the
focus for the Friars as the key part of
their schedule approaches. With the top
three runners on the men’s team running
very well at this point in the season, the
Friars will hope to see the most
improvement in their fourth and fifth
spots. Teams are allowed to race nine
athletes in the Big East Championships,
which is PC’s next meet, so the Friars
will be able to see who their fastest seven
runners are who will then be continuing
on to the Northeast Regionals and
NCAA Championships.
The Big East Championships will be
on Friday, Nov. 1, for both the men’s and
women’s teams. The meet is held at the
same place where the men’s team ran
New Englands, Franklin Park in
Massachusetts.
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Sport Shorts
Volleyball drops two over weekend
The volleyball team struggled this
past weekend in Big East
competition, losing at West Virginia,
3-0 (30-20, 30-25, 30-21) on
Saturday, Oct. 12. Sophomore Ayana
Cadres led the Friar offense with a
match-high 16 kills. Freshman Katie
Fleming notched 11 kills and tied for
a match-high with 12 digs. Against
Pittsburgh on Sunday, Oct. 13,
Providence fell again fell 3-0 (30-18,
30-16, 30-25). Fleming turned in
another strong performance, tying for
a match-high with 13 kills.
Sophomore Jennifer Backes
contributed 12 digs on defense. With
the two losses, the team’s record
stands at 0-4 in the Big East and 2-19
overall. The Friars return to home
action on Friday, Oct. 18 at 7 p.m. in
Mullaney Gymnasium for a Big East
match against Boston College.

Tennis sets focus on New Englands
The women’s tennis team posted a 01 mark last week, falling at New
Hampshire, 7-0, on Oct. 10. The
doubles team of freshmen Cheri
Lapane and Sara Bitetti recorded the
only victory of the match. The Friars’
home match against Vermont on
Saturday, Oct. J 2 was postponed with
no make up date scheduled as of yet.
In dual match action, the Friars hold
a 1-2 record. The team’s next match
is at the New England
Championships this weekend, Oct.
18-20.
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Sports
Back into the swing of things
Combined 16-2 effort tops off
strong showing by Friars in
opening weekend
Brendan McGair ’03

with the hostile environments
that visiting teams can walk
into, it should help build up the
When the Providence Friars’ confidence, particularly
College Men’s Hockey team for the underclassmen.
kicked off its season last
“I think that it is a nice bonus
weekend at Schneider Arena, its to start the season at home,” said
main goal was to get back onto Head Coach Paul Pooley. “It
the ice after a seven-month gives us an opportunity to learn
layoff and show their doubters more as a hockey team and it
that all the gives us more preparation
MEN’S conditioning time.”
HOCKEY the team did in
What had to be an encourag
the off-season ing sign for Pooley and the
coaching staff is that everyone,
Friday had paid off.
A strong from the seniors to the
UNION
2
FRIARS 5 start to the freshmen, made a contribution
season was of this past weekend as the Friars
major
im won both their games, a 5-2
Saturday portance to the defeat of Union College on
IONA 0 Friars, who Friday and 11-0 whitewash of
year Iona College on Saturday.
FRIARS 11 last
stumbled out
When you score 11 goals in
of the gate with a 1-4 record in a single game like the Friars did
the month of October. This against the Gaels, there are
season, the Friars will enjoy bound to be multiple offensive
playing in the confines of stars, but it was freshman
Schneider Arena for the entire goaltender Bobby Goepfert who
first month of the season, and stole the show. Goepfert,
will not play their first road making his first collegiate start,
game until the first weekend in posted the first shutout by a
November.
Friar freshman since Boyd
“Last year, we started out Ballard ’01 in 1997, stopping 20
with two great teams in shots on that night.
Nebraska and Michigan; this
“I thought that Bobby added
year, the competition is not as some energy out there and I
high, but we are ready to go,” thought it was a nice game for
said junior Peter Zingoni.
him,” Pooley said. “But it’s nice
While playing at home to have a game like this early
prevents the Friars from dealing on; play everybody and see
by

Sports Staff
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what you have.”
While playing goalie at the
college level might be a new
beginning to Goepfert, he
admits that just because he is
in a new environment doesn’t
mean he has to alter his
approach to the game.
“I just focus on stopping the
puck and the job is pretty
simple when the guys give you
support,” said Goepfert. “It is
still the same job even though I
have a different jersey on now;
I’ve been doing this for a
while.”
While Goepfert shined, his

Above:
Sophomore
David Carpentier
takes a faceoff
against Union
College Friday in
PC’s season
opener.
Right: |i
Grad student
Peter Fregoe
scored four goals
and three assists
on the weekend
to lead
Providence
to a 2-0 record.
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Field Hockey rises
to the occasion
Chin, Lukens take
home Big East honors
in 2-0 weekend
by

Stephanie LaCharite ’06
Sports Staff
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Freshman goalie Jana Bugden made an impressive PC debut this past weekend.

Top-ranked Bulldogs
twice too much for Friars
by Virginia Cheng ’03
Assistant Sports Editor

The women’s hockey team
opened up its season last
weekend in the most difficult
way possible:
WOMEN’S facing No. 1HOCKEY ranked
and
two-time
defending NCAA Champion

Minnesota-Duluth in a twogame series. Although the teams
were well matched, UMD,
whose lineup boasted six former
Olympians, showed its
competitive edge and physical
advantage by defeating
Providence, 6-4 and 3-1.
“We have two conflicting
styles of play,” said Head Coach
Bob Deraney. “They’re a very

strong, tough team with skill;
we’re a very quick team with
skill. The style of play allowed
that night is going to determine
who is going to be successful
and who isn’t.”
In Saturday’s game, the
Bulldogs jumped out to an early

BULLDOGS/page 29

Providence College Wo
men’s Field Hockey is on a
roll—two Big East Players of
the Week, a three-game winning
streak, and an undefeated record
on its home field.
The field
FIELD hockey team
HOCKEY swept all three
of its home
games
last
week against the University of
Massachusetts,
Rutgers
University, and Pacific
University. The team started off
with a 3-1 win over UMass last
Wednesday, moved on to shut
out Big East Conference foe
Rutgers with a score of 3-0 on
Saturday, and in the end,
defeated Pacific, 5-2, on
Sunday.
“It was a great turnaround
from the last couple of games;
it was a real confidence
booster,” said senior captain

Lyndsey Brooks, who ended the
week with three assists.
In addition to the team’s
three-game win streak, the Big
East Conference named senior
Jennifer Chin Big East
Offensive Player of the Week
this past week, and senior
captain Kara Lukens Big East
Defensive Player of the Week.
Chin’s efforts during the
week totaled 11 points on five
goals and one assist. In each of
the three wins, she was credited
with the game-winning goal.
It was an in-sync defense
and offense that led the Friars
to victory. With the exception
of the game against UMass,
most of PC’s offensive attack
during the week came in the
second half of the action, while
the defense remained constant
throughout the games and
helped to push the ball up the
field to produce the offense.
“It was our best offensive
output of the season, and our
defense played very well,
making many crucial stops,”
said Diane Madl, head coach for
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